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Wherein is Elegantly and Acutely argued, That not ſo 
much a bad Opinion, as a bad Life, excludes a Chri- 


ſtian out of the Kingdom of Heaven : 


And that the 


things neceſſary to be known for the attainment of 
Salvation are very Few and Eaſie : And finally, that 
thoſe, who paſs amongſt us under the Name of He- 
reticks, are notwithſtanding to be tollerated. 
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READER 


He Author of this Diſcourſe, Chriſti- 

| an Reader, a Man, as 1t appeareth, 
both Pious and Learned, knowing 

that of all the Familes and Societies- of Chr:- 


fians, they are moſt hated, who by their Pro- 


feſlion and Writings maintain the Opinion of 
Socinus touching the Eſſence and Office of Chriſt, 
endeavoured by this Diſcourſe to abate the 
hatred of certain Zealots againſt the Socinians, 
not that he approved their Doctrine ( for he 
once and again diſowns it ) but becauſe he 
was perſwaded, that 1f the harſh Judgments 
of men were once mutigated concerning the 
naoſt odious Opinion of all, the heat of that- 
bitter Zeal wherewith Chri$ans are generally 
incited to perlecute Diſſenters in Religion, 
would by degrees evaporate. But if thou, Chri- 
ſtian-Reader, doſt from thy heart aſpire to the- 
knowledge of God, and his Son Jeſus Chriſt, 
therein, as Chriſt himlielt teſtifieth, eternuF 
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To the Reader. 


Life doth conſiſt, 7ohn17. 3. Fetch not the 
beginning thereof erther from Socinus, (a man 
otherwiſe of great underſtanding in the My- 
ſtery of the Goſpel ) nor from his Adverſaries, 
but being mindful of thoſe words, Luk» 10.22. 
None knowing who the Son is, but the Father ; an 
who the Father is, but the Son, and he to whom the 
Son will reveal him ,, Lay afide for a while GCon- 
troverſal Writings, together with thole pre- 
judicate Opinions that have been inſtilled in- 
to thine unwary Underſtanding ; and cloſely 
applying thy 1elf to the ſearch of the New- 
Covenant, moſt ardently implore the Grace 
of Chriſt, that he would be pleaſed to inanj- 
teſt himlelt and the Father to thee, and make 
no doubt but the true Light will at length i1- 
Inminate the eyes of thy Mind, that thou 
mayſt walk 1n the way that leadeth unto 
Lite. Farewel. 
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; CHAP. |. 


The Lot of Truth and Innocency in this World, A Gueſs of the Author 
touching himſelf. * 


Ruth was never called into queſtion, but Innecency was fain 
to plead for her ſelf at the ſame Bar ; nor hath the Orc 
been more hated than the Ocher always envied. Indced we 
Men are very prone to Evil, and therefore hate not only 

the oper: freedom ofa true Judgment, but alſo the racite cenſure of 2no- 
thers Integrity. Nor is this a Crime peculiar to our Age. Twas 
heretofore the diſpoſition of Wickedneſs, no leſs to fear the mute 1z- 
nocency of another, than the living Voice of a Reprover ; nor can it be 
otherwiſe hereafter, but that Virtue ſhould become a Goal to their 
ſenſes, w1oſe Minds have heen ſeized with Vices, But though ov wick- 
edneſs may ſeem to have a kind of right to deteſt ſuch Trarh,as toucheth 
the Ulcers of our ſins, yet why ſhould we abomirate her that caſts: a 
harmleſs eye towards H=aven ? Is i: becauſe, as both riieſe cure the ewo 
diſeaſes of the Mind, our Errors namely, and our Yices, fo we arc dc 
lighted with both thoſe Diſtempers ? Undoubtedly here lies the pinch, 
We are mcreenamoured of our Erroxrs than of all our Darlings,cither 
becauſe they wink at the ſcapes and dalliznce of our Afc#tons ; or be- 
cauſe we are enraged againſt Diſſenters' with obſtinate Prejudice and 
frantickaffetgtion of Parties, Howbeit, we never erre with greater 
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Ceight than «bout the ſenſe of divgre Matters, and are ſo far from ac- 
knowleding thoſe flips,Cthe w cofſsof humane Tmbecility) that we ac- 
count them for Oracles.Nor is our Faſhneſs content to haye-pleaſed her 
ſelf herein, but obtrudeth ber Notions upon orhers againſt their Wills; 
and the licence of detcrmining is wont to aſſume ſo much ro it ſelf,thar 
it excludeth a liberty of diſſenting in the ſmalleſt tictle. After the Judg; 
ments of Mankind had been opprei.cd in this wanner,, the, Chnich for 
many Ages was overſpread with ehickdarkre/o, writ the greateſt port 
h:d zcither liberty t2 zwtrer what Lucy na6eritoo4,nor lift to wader ſi ajzd 
wit they might nct utcer. And though there have Hoon ſo many winds 
and ſtorms of Centention in te Cori/ftion Worlds, yer ave they not is 
this very Gay been able to.Giipet fo groas a Log, fociut amidit the 
Clouds diſperſed ov<r.ailtae Skie, there dre.forac igw who throve!: the 
Iat.ryalshhold the whole face of tie Sun ;, whilſt others foe aiar of 
ſome gleams of the light, but ſhall cre long diſcover the very Sy it {2if, 
The 7 r«th being thus muſlied with Erroxrs,hath not vgt ſhewa her ſclf 
to all with a full countenance, altho ſhe hath zforch1nd dartcd out tlic 
rays of her lizht unto a great part of men. But whatfozver is to,come 
hereafter, Civine things are at preſent envelloped with groſs darkneſs, 
Yet i3 there nothing that more obſcureth the Myſtery of Eternal Salva- 
11a than the Ignorance of the way,that lcadeth us tothetop of fagreat 
kappincfs. For as ail things ſituated on high, are wont to have 4 hard 
and difficult acceſs ; ſoalfo hath that rowring height of the Life to come. 
Nor is it for cvery manto pet up through ſteep aſcents, eſpecially for 
them whoſe earthly Minds & dull Spirits preſs them downto low deſires, 
An- therefore to the great deſtruction of Mankind, another way to 
hanpincts hath been invented, eaſe indeed and expedite, but' ſuch 2s 
reachcth not to the endaimed at. For the greateſt part of men;thinking 
it very oilſome to afcend thither by Holineſs of Life,ſought ont a ſhort: 
er cut, conkſting in Ceremenes, the meer confeſlion of Faith. And this 
js the way by which the greateſt parc as yet think toaſcend to Heaven, 
mt caring what their attz275 arcy{o their Optnions be right , and tho ex- 
ireamly curious pry ito other taings,yet having no regardto their 
Life and Manners. So that i£13no marvel, inaſmuch as Men every where 
Lakc grcarer Carc of their Wet than of their Minas, that the very leaſt 
failit, inthe Anowledge of divine things ſhould be eſteemed of greatcr 
moment to cternal deſtruction than the commiſlion of the fouleſt 
Crimes, Bur this ſeerveth-ſomew. hat monſtrous, how ſome men ſhould 
attive it ſo much Confidence,as that, thoin their Life & Manners they 
evco Tgainſt their wills acknowledg ld the failings O theirMortality,yet 
in 
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in their Judgments and Opinions they thould forget their Cendicion £ and 
tho in the very Soul of Faith, | mean Good Works, the do by reafon of 
tieir ſins ſo often ſlip, ſhould yet imagine that in the Carcaſe only, 1 
mean Farrh, they cannot poſſibly offend. For, whence proceedeth this 
blind and precipitant humour of condemning o:hers,but from raſhneſs 
of defininz ? Whence ſo great boldneſs of determining, but from the 
preſumption of an Infallible Judgment ? And, which is worſt of ill, 2 
man now-a-days can no ſooner fail in his Underſtanding, but preſently 
his Honeſty is reproached z and oftentimes the reprehenfion of Opin:- 
ons degeneiateth into the accuſition of Manners. As for my ſelf, before 
| lanch out of the Haven, I do already foreſee Storms ; nor am I in fo 
ercat fear for the Opinion which I purpoſe in this Dsſcourſe, as for my 
Credit and Security. For how few are there who will cenſure this Trea- 
::ſe, without doing Injury to the Author ? who is there that will ſet a 
mark on ſome miſtake thereof, and not withal brand me with ſome re- 
proach ? Ifany thing here ſhall ſcem falſe ro ſome men, they will ac- 
count me not only a Ly.Zr, but an Impious Perſon. They will call me 
Deceiver, and Patron of damned Hereſy ; and this Writing will he ſc 
fiſty=cuffed by many, that I my felf perhaps,were I known, ſhould not 
eſcape Scot free. But my Mind being pure and untainted, will from my 
Conſcience reap that fruit of my Labour, which was due to it from the 
Judgments of Men : nor will l eſteem it a weak Argument of having de: 
f-uded the Truth, to bave my Innoceacy fo wickedly traduced. For 
the ſame Spirit 1s wont to oppoſe both of them : nor ovghr it to ſeem 
ſtrange to any man,that a moſt true Opinion ſhould be vnjuſtly taxed of 
Errour,when he ſhall (ge his own Ianocency circumvented with falſe ac- 
cuſations. Nevercheleſs 1 inftanſtly beſrech them, who after they have 
read this Diſcourſe, ſhall vote concerning my Reput2tion, that they 
would not charge me with other men's Faults ; and that my harmleſs 

freedom may not be any prejudice to me, Lect none impute to me the 
Patronage of Errovr, if Ihave perhaps heen favourable unto ſuch x5 

erre ; unleſs he ſuppoſe it to be the duty of a man, when he is difplcaſ» 

ed with the Yces, to be angry with the Perſons alſo. 


CHAP. IL 


IWhat things concerning God and Chriſt are neceſſary to be known unto $.l- 
vation ; and what are the Parts of true Futh, 


H E whole body of the Church hath now for a long time been in- 
| feſted with an evil Spirit,which ſets the ſeveral Members at odds 
B | amongnt 
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(4) 
zmongt then gek Certainly it is obſtinate Ambirtien that cheriſh- 
th the humour of raiſing Parrzes, much oyl is poured on this flame by 
a vain perſwaſion concerning the points in controverſie, that in each 
of them the ſum of our Religion lies at ſtake. How deeply this opinjon 
hath taken root in our minds, is evident ſrom the Civil Wars amcn{ſ 
us, whereby our hatred turnech toour mutual Ruine, Bn: how frivy- 
Icns and falle it is, ſtall plainly appear from what we mean io ſpeak 
afterwards ; wherein to examine all things that come into debate, 
would. be a long and toilſome Buſineſs. It is ſuſhcient to cull out one of 
the chicfeſt points in Controverſy, which if we ſhall evince not to be 


 receſſarily required tothe attainment of Frernal Happineſs, much lef; 


will i. be truc in the other lighter ones. And this is an ex: kno.yledge 
of the Divine Effence (as they term it) and a diſtin Explication cf 
the Holy Trinity, Undoubtedly no man can comprehend the Narwre of 
God, and the reftlefs diſpoſition of our Mind doth here in him beſt 
it ſelf, to reach ſo high a Myſtery in this Life, We may indced by 
our Reaſon very caſily ſeparate not only Defetts, but alſo the vei y ſha» 
dow of ImperfeQion ſrom ſo great a Majeſty, but to form in our Mind; 
an Image worthy of chat meſt noble Eilence, is beyond the ccmpels of 
our Mortality. And con{.quently we may, and ought to know wht it 
** y0t : but to know what 2 zs, though we were never ſo much bound 
tO jt, yct are we nct able; unleſs perhaps that God is the King and 
Lord of the Univerſe, and other ſuch like things, which it we ſpeak 
properly, belong not to his Eſſence. It cannot be denicd that ſome of 
theſe things are diſcovered tous by the ſacred Oracles,but they are few, 
:ind ſome of them only ſhadowed out with obſcure Lineaments : and it 
there be any, wherein all Chriſtians are not agreed, they are at this day 
cnwrapped with ſo many twiſted Thorns of Soph:ſters,and alſo hereto- 
fore diſcuſſed with ſo much wrangling, that they are as yet doubted of 
by many. Adde hercunto the probable alleg; tion of the Scriptures 
on both ſides; ſo that if one will hear both Patties without Prejudice, 
he will not for the moſt part ſo eaſily rid himſelf out of ſo great Intri- 
CaCics. It is not my purpoſe to ſtrerch my own Wit, to ingape in diſ- 
pute on either ſide. It is ſufficient if I demonſtrate, chat thoſe QueHtion: 
that concern the more ſpecial Explication of the Divine Eſſence,and the ac- 
curate dritinttion of Perſons, although they be never ſo profitable, yet are 
220: neceſſary to Salvation : Or, which is all one, that a Chriſtian may ar- 
rive at the promiſed Goal of happineſs, although he be either ignorant of 
thoſe things, or ( ſuch is the conditioa of our weakneſs ) in an errour or mi- 


ſtake about them, If Errozr in theſe things take not away Salvation, 
muc! 
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much leſs Ignorance. And therefore that there may be no ſupepfluity 
in this Diſcourſe, we will at preſent inſiſt only on the former. 

When I confider the way that bringeth us to Heaven, methinks ſuch 
contemplations as theſe are our of the Road of our Journey. For in- 
deed, what maketh us ſufficiently, yea, abundantly fixted for Erernal 
Life, but Faich working by Love, for which only we ſhall be pronounced 
Juſt ? But if one-may have th# Fazth, although he have wrong conceit 
touching the Myſtery of the Holy Triniry,what hinders but that he may 
together with this Errour be reccived both into Heaven and into the 
Church ? Now lelt any one ſhould be deceived inthe Notion of Errour, 
I do not now give fo mild a Name to thcic Wickedneſs, who whiPſt 
the Truth was yet clear and open in the Church, and called into doubt 
by none, did firi# ſpread darkneſs over this Article ; but to their fail- 
ing, who in our times 

Do fear the Greeks even when they offer Gifts. 
That is, who having been cozened with ſo many Lyes and Cheats of 
Amtichr:ſt, dare not believe him even when he ſeemeth to ſpeak Truth - 
a3 ſhall be further made appear by the ſequel of the Diſcourſe. More- 
over that per fir Faith 1s not taken away by that Error, we ſhall eafily 
perceive, if we enquire into any part thereof, Nor verily ſhall you find 
inthe whole Zompaſs of our Faith, that more Duties are required of 
Believers, than «ene to the Promiſes of Jeſus Chriſt, and Obedzence to 
his Precepts. The firſt of which the Apoſtle James, cap. 2. very aptly 
mtimateth to the Body of Faith ; and the ſecond tothe Sout thes:ot. To 
the belief ofthe Promiſes,that plain Confeſſion is ſafficient,which paſ- 
ſeth under the Name of The Apoſtles Creed : and if there can be any 
thing elſe requiſite, I ſee not what can be added, beſides the Reverenee 
due to the Holy Scriptures; to which, if Credence be once denyed, the 
certainty of our Sa!vation is brought into danger. Now whether both 
or oe of theſe compleat the whole nature of that Faich,which is due to 
tie Divine Promiſes, certainly Experience it ſelf reftificth, that ſuch 
25 erre in the knowledge of the aforeſaid Myſtery, may excellently 
diſcharge this part of Fairh, For they withont any Exception give 
credence to the holy Scripture, and to the Apoſtles Creed. And there- 
f:re what is wanting to beget in them a fult Belicf, that God cannot 
chuſe but perform his Promiſe ? For, that the thiugs aforcfaid are ſuf- 
ficient to the Bclief hereof, is even from hence manitcſt. God hath pro- 
miſed us Salvation by his Son. To rely on this Promiſe, it is enongh if 
we be perſwaded,that God both can & will give unto us what he hath 
promiſed. For by this means all the Cauſes of diſtruſt being parcd a- 
B 2 Way 
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away; there will be no ground left to doubt of ſo great a Promiſe. But 
wl:iPſt they believe the Holy Scriptures & (their Abridgment) the A- 
poſtles Creed, they cannot in the leaſt doubt concerning the Power or 
Will of God; when notwithſtanding they may miſtake in the knows 
lege of by; Filerce. \herctuorc tins 11: ft PaiT of Faith 15 not tiken 
way by tl-at Erruur. As for Obedience to the Precepts of Cirilt, cer: 
inly this can mnch leſs be taken away by ſuch miſtakings. Fer neither 
was it the purpoſe of God, by giving his Commandments to exerciſe 
the ſhai pneſs of cur Vit, but the Goodnels of our H'#, Ard therefore 
tew blind focv:r our knowledpe is in abſtrufer things. yet may ow 
Will be conformed to the obecacnce of the divine Laiy,than which no- 
thirg is morc manifeſt 3nd opin. Nor doth the Prery of ſundry erring 
Perſons. here necd an Advocate, in that it ſufficiently plcadeth for 
it (clf, and ottcntimes ſhoweth urs Faith even in filent works, which ve- 
ry 1nany vainly beaſting of, cannot hnd intheir Life and Attions. Nei- 
tiicr in'lecd hath any thing been enjoyned vs, wherein our Verwe and 
Obe«!ic:ce may not ſhcry themſelves. For what need is there to inyite 


us with Rewards to thoſe things, which we willingly perform of our: 
own accord ? But they buy happineſs ata very cheap rare, who ſpend 


nothing but the Labour of their Wit upou it. For he that is never fo 
wicked and careleſs of his Salvation, may know ſome Trxrh concern- 
ing God. Nor can we boaſt of our Obedience in ſuch things, unleſs 
p;c admit the damned Spirits toa ſhare in our Praiſe. Beſides, the na- 
ture of all Precep.s ought to be ſuch, as that it might evicently uPppear 
to all, who are to perform them, that they are preſcribed. But how 
manifeſt this NoQrine touching the Tr4mry is, the encreaible h-5:ht of 
the very thing t ſelf ſheweth+; and how manifeſtly it is preſcr1bea, the 
Lahours and Contcntions of ſo many Fathers and Councils heretofore 
reſtifie. Yea, though ſomething in this point were never ſo much cn- 
joyned to be known and believed, yet none refuſeth to believe thoſe 
rhinos that are expreſly extant 3n the Holy Scriptures : nor is there 
any one ſo :pror.25 to contradiat them. All the Controverſy js about 
Meanings and Conſequences, wherein an errour and failing doth no 
more infer Diſobedience, and conſequently Damnation, than the ſim- 
plicity of an obſquions Servant, who not rightly underſtanding the 
command of his Maſter, did yer obey, as far as he was able. But if we 
may belicve the Pron:1ſes of Jeſus Chriſt, and obey his Preceprs, altho 
we are miſtaken in ſuch a manner, what ſhall we want to the full poſſe(- 
tion of a Lively Faith ? Is there yetany thing in the nature of Faith, 
1comprehended in thoſe two parts? But there is a wonderful ſilence in 
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the Sacred Oracles concerning that third part ; nor doI ſec how tha: 
Faith is not perfit, which is Lively ; or how that is not lively, which 
conſiſteth in a fnanner of its Body and Son). But you will ſay, that we 
rs neceſſarily to believe many things, whichare neither the very Prc- 

ey: nor Promiſes. To which 1 anſwer, that thcy ſo belonp to one 0! 
theſe, that without them neither can be rightly performed ; of whic!: 
fort is the Ommporency of God, and the like Arrribmres, n5 allo the Cre 
aim, Providence, &c. which though they be neither the Preceprs, nor 
the Promiſes,yct cannat ihe belict of the Promiſes confiſt wither Them; 
{o that an Errour in them 1s not now ' dangerous, but ritogether pc 

lent and pernicious. But it hath been clearly proved that Errours 
about theſe Doctrines, touching which the whele Diſcourſe hath been 
**t on foor, ſubvert neither Member of Faith, at leaſt in rheir own na 

cre, and unavoidably. 
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7/-at ſincere Love toward: God and Chriſt i: ſufficzent to Sal atten ta 
ev. the ſame may be in ſuch as erre. 


Et vs adde an Appendix to this Argument, which may even bu 11 
{td of a ew -eaſon. Who therefore dares to condemn him to 

the puniſhment of Erernal D-ath, in whom liveth the ſincere Love of 
his Creator and Redeemer? Or what more certain pledge of Et-rna! 
H:ppineſs is there, than to love God and the Lord Jcſas Chriſt, with 
the whole heart, and all che Powers of the Min1 ? T-1is indeed is abun- 
cantly manif It, inaſmuch asthe ſum of cur Ob.dience liech herein; 
which though it b. not the Cavſe of our Salvation, yct is it at leaſt the 
ay, and an eviclent aiguir.ent and moſt certain ſign thereof. Now if 


it (hall he made plaialy co appearythat they, who are not able to extri- 


cate themſelves out of thoſe perplexed and craggy Queſtions, whereof 
we have ſpoken, may notwithſtanding in the mean time love God and 
the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, with all the Powers of their Mind ; what cauſe 
will there be, why we ſhould not think ihat the ſame Perſons may be 
{aved ? Logicians (ay, that the next and :mmediare Cauſe (as they term 
it ) cannot be hindred, but ic will uut of hand produce the efe#, Let 
us therefore in the firſt place conſider the next Cauſe of this Love ; and 
then we ſhall ſee whether 1c may be in Men ſo erring. 
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Tie pet fit Love of any one is bred in the Minds of the Lovers,chi:t- 
ly for three Cauſes concurring together. 1. From the firm and conſtant 
memory of ſuch Bznefits as are paſt, and from the ſenſevf ſuch as are 
preſent. For Gratitude alſo is a part of Love. 2, Froma certain hope 
and confidence of ſupream Happineſs to be obtained from the beloved 
:hing, if you come to enjoy it, For Love languiſheth without deſire, 
3. And finally froma perfit apprehenſion, as far as may be, of the So- 
veraign Beauty and excellency of the Object : which is the true and. 
Principal caule ofthe Love it ſelf. Now-foraſmuch as neither the per: 
fit Love gf God, nor the perfit perception of his Excellency can fully 
happen to us in this Life : we mean nct an abſolute Perfettion of both, 
bur ſach as 1s the chiefeſt in its kind, namely, as great as can exiſt in 
this ſtate of Mortality. Nor do 1 underſtand, what can be further re- 
quired unto perfit Love. For who {-eth not, that our }/:# can no more 
abſtain from loving a qo Beauty, than Fire from borning ſtub- 
ble put unto it ? Which beauty, If it be perfitly ſeen, a perfie Love alſo 
wilt ariſe : but if no more than perfuly in its kind, a Love alſo + tom 
its kind, will ariſe. Certainly, if any one denyeth that Soveraign Love 
nece{ſuily proccedeth from ſuch a Cauſe, he ſubverteth the Pr.. .i- 
ciples of Nature, wich dictatcth eycn to Children, that whatſoever 
fecmeth goo or beautiful, will alſo prove very pleaſing ; and fo Love 
wiil be iacreaſed according to the Meaſure of the apprehended Bcauty, 
[t remaineth that we conſider, whether ſuch a perfie perception of the 
Excellency of God and his Chriſt, accompanied with thoſe two help- 
ing Cauſes, may not be in them, who comprehend not thoſe hidden and 
ab!truſe Mylteries of the Divine Eſſence. Which if it be in us who do 
227 crre, it may alſo be in them, or it will be neceſſary to ſhew a Reaſon 
of the Prerogative, which we have above them in this Behalf. And 
firſt, let u3 ſpeaks of God the Father, As for the remembrance of his 
Favours; they acknowledge themſelves together with us to be obliged 
uato him, perpetually making mention of his infinite Mercies ; the 
chief2{t whereof conliſteth in taking us for his Children. As for the 
ceriain Expectation of a very great Benefit, what vaſter hope, what la- 
viſher w:/þ can be fained, than that which they, together with us de- 
fire and expect from the moſt high God ? There remaineth behind the 
contemplation of his Bearty and Majeſty, I confeſs there is nothing 
in humane Matters ſo cxaCt, that can lend a ſhadow to the Imoge of ſo 
2reat a Majelty. Neverthelels as touching God the Father, they do in 
2 manner agree wich us. For we are able to conceive nothing to great 
and ſublime torching Yimz which they alſo do not conceive. = 

cot 
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_ doth it follow, that becauſe they do not reach the curious — in 
the received diſtintion of Perſons, therefore they cannot according 
to their Capacity conceive the beauty of the Divine Countenance,not 
to be ſeen by prophane Minds; and conſequently dedicate and worſhip 
the Image of that unſpeakable Majeſty within the SanRuary of their 
breaſt, As if it were a hard matter to have all manner of high concep= 
tions touching him, whom you certainly know, 3nd continually think 
to be the ſource and original of all Goodneſs and Bzauty, althou ghyou 
do not comprehend Dodtrines ſnarled and entangled with fo many 
knots. Enongh ſeemetrh to be already ſpoken touching God the Farther, 
But whac if they have like, yea the ſame Cauſes with us of Love towards 
the Son of God, will any thing hinder chem from being as capable of 
this Love as we our ſclvcs are ? Li us begin from Hope. Do they not 
expect the ſame bountiful Right Hand of the Lord Jeſus, which wili 
hercafcer reach « ut heavenly reward to all the Fai.hful ? Do they not 
loxuriate inthis wiſh? And who can chuſe bur feel his heart wounded 
with the Love of Chriſt, who ſciteth Ctiriſt before his Eyes, as giving 
him the pay of his Warfare ? But you will fay, that in making an efti- 
mate of his Favours they ſeem to be injurions co him, whilſt they af- 
firm, that the Futhers anger towards us was appeaſed without. the 
Entermiſe of Chriſt, and ikat no Price, properly ſo called, was paid 
for ou! fins. For [ Perceive that almoſt all, wiio in the Article of the 
Holy Trinity diſſent from us, are of that Opinion. 1 defend riot the 
opinion of the Men, neverthel-.(s I perceive that they judge a Redempers 
ex, properly ſocall:d, to be both abſurd, and impoſſible, What dero- 
gation therefore is it either to Gratitude towards the Lord Jeſus, or to 
the holy Memory of his Merits, if chey imagin= that he did nor thoſe 
things for our Sakes,which could at no hand be done; when in the mean. 
time he abundancly p-rformed all other things which might proceed 
from him towards us ? For no other thing is required to the moſt triCt 
obligation of a benefit, than.that the B-nefator do for ones fake all 
that he is ale. But they acknowledge that the Lord Jzſus did for our 
Salvation ſpare no pains, yea, not his very Life, And _ they do 
not think chat his blood was ſpilt to appeaſe God,and therefore not ſo 
rigidly to m-ke ſarisf24:on for our ſins, yer do they hold that ic was 
ſpent and given for our ſakcs; ſo that al:hough they aſſert another ſpe- 
clal ſcope and <ff:Ct of his death than we do, nevertheleſs they ſeem to 
acknowledge the ſame mer:t in general. And who would not be imbu- 
ed with a moſt tender affeftion towards him, whom he ſuppoſeth to 
have undergone a moſt bitter death for his Life's ſake ? Who would 
| not 
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not moſt ardently love him, whom he thinketh perpetually: buſied m 
conferring benefits upon him ? To which, if you add an ExpeCtation 
of Supreme Happineſs from his hands, it cannot now happen other- 
wit but that E 2: Mind ſhould mclt in the reſentment of a moſt (ili: 


cate fame. I come now to the Excelleacyof the LordJcſus,which being 


impe1 ficly conceived by them, ſeemeth unable to excite a pcrfit Love 
of it ſclf. For how great a diminution is it of his Majeſty and Nobi- 
ity, to have all that taken away from him, which he had from all Etex: 
ity; ? The Queſtion is not now, whitker their Opinion be right, who 
think that all power both in Heaven and Earth was at a certain time 
given to the Son of God, whereas he was formerly nothing but the 
if ord and chicfProphct. But: if true I.ove be converſant about the 
t1:ings that are preſent, and not about ſuch as are paſt, ( for neither 
dcth this alfe&ion look backwards, to embrace the things that have 
been heretofore) certainly it is more to che purpoſe to conſider, what 
they imagine touching his preſenr, than what they conceive touching 
' his paſt ſtate and condition, For as Beauty being quite extinC,excitcs 
no Love of it ſe]f, becauſe it flouriſhed heretofore : ſo if the ſame be at 
preſcnt very happy) it cauſeth never the leſs love and admiration of it 
{cif, becauſe it was not ſuch formerly. What therefore do they attri- 
mute tO Our SAVIOUr at preſent ? Even 4 Majeſty equal unto God the F2- 
ther,and ſuch exccliency as riſeth up above the higheſt pitch that can be 
.irnzgined. For they ſerve and worſhip him as the onely Son of God, as 
'a True Geg, and diſpoſing 211 things with his beck ; who deſcriberh the 
Laws of the Univerſe according to his pleaſure ; who layeth tasks and 
commands upon the blelſed Natives of Heaven ; who with the bridle 
of his invincible power reſtraineth the Spirits baniſhed our of Heaven, 
t0 whom the Stars and Elements willingly yield obcdicnce, and who 
finally hath the very nature of things tribuary to him, from whence he 
Jevyeth the tax of his Church, and the aſleſment of his People. Now 
what derogation Is it to his Honour, that he is bcholding to his Fa- 
ther for. the Fortune of ſo great a Dominion ? Which thing even we 
our ſelves date rot wholly deny. Will the Opinion touching the Ex- 
ceilency of "our Saviour flag in the Judgment of our Love, when we 
ſtall exett the eyes of our Mind to his fo ſublime Majeſties, who is 
fairer than the Stars and all light,and more glorious than the World it 
ſelf ? Why ſhould I now commemorate his immenſe Goodneſs and 
Wiſdom,and his other divine Splendour,at the ſight whereof the cyes 
of our Mind grow dim ? Why ſhould 1 recount his other praiſes, at 
which the Poyeity ofhumane Ianguage waxeth dumb ? All which a. 
without 
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they, without any tergiverſation aſcribe to Teſus Chriſt their Saviour, 
although they otherwiſe crre in their Opinicn of him. Now we maſt 
eicher hold that thoſe things are nor ſufficient to excite Soveraign 
Love towards God the Father, and his Son : or that they can- 
not poſſibly be in choſe Men of whom we treat, if we ſuppoſe them un- 
capable of being touched with that holy ardour. Of which twain ſince 
neither ſeemeth probable, there is no queſtion to be made, but they 
alſo may be raviſh:d with that heavenly love, and ſo delivered from 
Eternal DeſtrafFion, and put in poſſeſſion of Heaven, if ſo be they 
perſevere therein unto the end, 


CHAP. IV. 


That though Faith and the Holy Spirit be the Gifts of God, yet erriig 
Perſons bave, and may bave them, 


Y Ect ſome body may juſtly make a doubt, if Faith be the Gift of God, 

and ſuch a periic and entire Love ought to proceed only from the 
[mpuſion of the Holy Spirire, with what warrant we attribute that to 
the Power of the receiver, which licth in the meer pleaſure of the do- 
nor. For if we have Fasth no cther way than from the liberality of 
God, and that a—_—_— not to every one, certainly the benefit of ſo 
grcat a Gift conlilteth in the meer good-plcaſure of the munificent do- 
nor. Now, ſhall we little Aantb:ns preſcribe a Law to his moſt free 
Arbitrement,according to the form whereof he mult of neceſſity make 
zoot this Bounty of his to a certain ſort of men? Or ſhall we arro- 
z2te that to our power, which the ſacred Oracles place in his hand ? 
But is it credible that he will laviſhout ſo excellent Gifts, ( 1 ſpeak of 
Faith and the Holy Spirit) on men depraved with ſo many Errours, 
21d imbued with perverſe Opinions concerning him ? Admit they are 
14turally capable of ſo great a Good, yet ought they not preſently to 
nromiſe to themſelves this Grace of God, wiiich no man, that was in 
his Wits, did ever imagine to be due to the deſerts of men, much leſs 
tothe perverſeneſs of ſo many Errours, To which 1 anſwer : Had1 
ro do with none but them, who exclude all action of our free recepti- 
*n from the donation of Fazth, or imagine that Eternal Salvation is 
:1-zoodearneſt promiſed tofewer than it is outwardly offered,it would 
5»e ſuitable to handle theſe.matters in this: piace wore largely. Bur 


ow-foraſmuch as not .a few gf the Keformed com thyfe Errours, it 
"Is C would 


( 12) 
would croſs the deſign of my Diſcourſe to digreſs and expatiate very 
far. Ic ſhall ſuffice to have touched a few, and thoſe not of the beſt Ar- 
guments for Opinion, but ſuch as firſt occur at preſent. In the firſt 
place therefore we muſt chuſe one of theſe twain, eitfer to imagine 
that eternal Salvation is upon condition of Faith really promiſed un- 
toall, to whom it is preached and offered; or that God offers that to 
certain men in word and tongue, which he hath decreed not to perform 
in deed and erutch, Whoſcever ſhall make choice of the latter, I intrear 
them that they would invent a mew name for this thing, or.confeſs it 
under the old name, to be Hypocriſy, that is, gaileful dſſimulaticn and 
deceit, what they imprudcntly aſcribe to the moſt Hjzi; God. But I 
have little to do with ſuch as had rather God ſhon!.} be taxed and con- 
vinced ofevil diſlembling, than thcmlelves of Errour : and tizerefore 
I lay this firſt ground of my Anſwer ; that.God 1s fairhfai,&willing ſes 
rioully to give E:ynal Happineſs to whomſo. ver he offercth the ſame 
by the Prezching cf the Ge ſpel, unleſs men thicmſelves be wanting t0 
their duty.But he hath excluded n-ne of thoſe,to whoſe ears the voice 
of ſo joyſul a Meſſage cometh, deſiring to gather even thoſe that are 
rwrilling, if ſo be they leave off their «willingneſs. Now if God in the 
preaching of the Goſpel hath promiſed erernal Salvation promiſcuouſly 
to al] whodcſiceto attain it, he hathalſo promiſed a means tending to 
this end, which are on his part neceſlarily required. For he would be 
ridiculous, who ſhould promiſe to a Begger that he would preſently 
give him an Alms, and inthe mean time be careleſs, yea unwilling to 

ut his hand to his Purſe, that he may reach out what he hath promi- 
Red, eſpecially if the Beggar can receive that Alms no other way than 
by his reaching of it out, Nor can he be ſaid truly to promiſe any 
thing, who reſerveth to himſelf a free power to beſtow ſomething, 
without which, wh:t he hath promiſed can by no means be received 
and acquired. Far be it from us to have ſo impious a thought towards 
God, zs that, we ſhould ſuſpe any evil concerning the reality. of his 
words. To whomſoever he hath promiſed any thing, he hath truly 
and ſincerely promiſed it,.nor will he circumvent any ones. credulity 
with any lights and put-offs. Nothing drove him.to the Indulgence 
of ſo great a benefir, but his own Good Will towards. Mankind, Where- 
fore he is fayourable to. his own Gifts, and leaveth no Impediment to 
them, ſo that now nothing can be wanting on his part to.the atrain- 
ment of them, which he doth not willingly impart to all. Whereby 
it cometh to paſs that the Gift of Faith, and whatſoever God confer- 
reth tothe office of Believers, although it be, like the yery Salyation it 


ſelf, 
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ſelf, free and voluntary,and nd ways deſerved, yet it is denyed to none, 
who having heaxd the Conditsons of the New-Covenant, doth willingly 
aſlent to them,and is not wanting to himſelf in ſo great mercy of God: 
which I would alſo have underſtood concerning all Spiritual Gift, 
without which his Promiſe cannot be acquired. For l will not deny 
that there are ſome;to the promiſcuous beſtowing whereofhe hath in- 
gaged his Faith to none z which lying out of the direct road that lead« 
cth to the Kingdom of Heaven, are not pertinent to the thing in hand. 
But the Conditions which are on Gods part required to the nature of 
the New- Covenant, are already, or ſhall certainly be fulfilled by God : 
all that remaineth is, that the other parciy will be mindfulof ſo holy a 
ſtipulation, and both believe and obey this Covenant. Which latter, 
ſince it may agree to this ſort of men, whereof we ſpeak, as hath been 
made evident from the precedent Diſcourſe, what is there lacking un- 
to them, being compriſed in this tranſaction of God with Men, to the 
full Freedom and Property of all the Gifts and Promiſes ? For the Er- 
raurs of the Under itanding, eſpecially inthings not concerning the ve: 
ry vature of the Covenant, cannot hinder them from reaping the fruit 
thereof, in that ( as we have a'!rcady ſhewn) the knowledge of thoſe 
thidgs is out of the Cona:tions of the Covenant, (that is l:vely Faith and 
Obeatence) and therefore may be abſent and depraved, whilſt in the 
mean time thoſe Conditions remain intire. But of theſe things we will 
more largely treat in the enſuing Chapter. 


I 


CHAP. V. 


That nothing but Diſobedience and Unbelief exclude a Man from Eternal 
Salvation ;, and that ſuch as erre are free from theſe, © Whether bare 
Errours of the Under5tanding damn a Alan, 


V | J Hat it is lawful for Almighty God to do towards Mankind, 
is queſtioned by none, that is not ignorant of his abſolure 
Dominion. What he is willing and wont to do, and how he ordereth 
and guideth his Commands, and the whole Commor-wgalth of the 
World, with Rewards and Penalties, is a thing right worthy to be ta- 
ken into conſideration. Certainly we are all born in a Kingdom,which 
is by the Gaodneſsof the moſt high God made fo mild and pleaſant to 
us.that all the ſweetneſs of Libeyry, is ſordid in compariſon thereof. 
But he ſheweth hinſclf a Father, in ſtead of a Lord and Prince, unto a 
C3 grcat 
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great part cf Men, of which alone we will at, preſent diſcourſe. Fer 
we who have heard the voice of his Promiſes, are ll called from thr 
meanneſs of our Rank to the Condition of the Divine Azeption, To 
enjoy ſo great felicity as it-is hppy : fo to miſs it, is very wretched and 
calamitous. It therefore very much concerneth men, to foreſee by 
what ſteps they may be tumbled down from fo great a hcjglit, And 
they who have alrcady got vp ſo high, rth:t thcy lave a hore of 
Eternal Salvation upon the Conditicns of the New-Covenant, connot 
be pulled down from their ſtaticn but by Vzbelicf and Þ:f bedicnce. 
For ſir.cc in this laſt Covenant rothy v is required of vs heficlÞ s n lizely 
F.1ith, concerning which we have ferwerly ſpokey, ce:t ini'v we can 
by no other means violate the Hely Engacement of that Ceinpatt, than 
if we become deſtitvte of that very Farth,vebich cannot be done wich- 
out the crime of manifeſt Diſobed:ence, Tor it 1s enjnyned and com- 
manded us, unleſs we had rath: r periſh, And what clfe is Faith than 
Obedience to Gol whiter acertain hope and confidence of hi. Promiſes? As. 
Abraham heing clivd, cheyed by Faith, Heb. 11. 8. Wherefore it 
15 one Reck 01 7 tf Lexie be avolled, we have no Car'c to fear the 


Sh1wrrack of our Se/vauticn. It now remamneth to be corſicered, whi- 
ther 6.74 Errors of the Mind arc Driſobedience. That th "arc 197 fo, 
is even, 3 om 10700 apparent ;, becauſe they conſiſt inthe miſta> ing of 


the Iindertanding, but res in the praviey of the Will. Again, frce 
C2.1e1ruyth not the attions themielves, but the mind of the Arcnrs . 
who zcein uct, that they who cefiring from their hearts to obcy, vet 
throngh Erroxr. and Iprudence do not fo, cannct be juſtly acculed of 
Diſchedience * ASc:rvant doth not refufc his Service, if nct riplitiu 
apprehending his Maſter's Will, he fulfilleth it according to his under- 
ſtanding; much leſs may he be puniihed for Di fſobed:ence,and that with 
etornal PuniMtmenr.Nor doth Bod ſo much repard the cfſeQ, os the de 
cc: of our Counſel. And 1i yoa look to the cyent of the thing, neither 
«;.1 Abrabam 'nlecd obey God;comma; ding to ſacrificehis So | Iſaze, 
yet Cid he obey in-his heart and mind. For he was wi/tins to uhey 
God, and did all be could, being prohibited by the Angel is do the 
reſt, Gen. 22, Suppoſe it be commanded that we? believe the true F x- 
plication af che Holy Trinity, Such as ſemply erre, do not indeed obcy 
tis Precept, for they diſſent from ſach as are Orthodox, :yet do they 
obey in their Mind and Heart, becauſe they arc'willing to believe, 
a1d do helieve all that which they think to be: trve; althongh they do 
nor hit in all things the penuine ſenſe of that which/is tfuc. And'fb 
they do what they are able, being hindrcd by Ignorance from doing 
more» 
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more. Bnt you will ſay, that Ignorance is groſs and df, ted. I excuſe 
not that which is «ffettea, ſuch as was in them, who whilſt the Apo- 
{tles were living, or their Succ-ſlours, did erre willingly, and of ics 

urpoſe. For this was meer A7alice. But they who af.er fo great dark: 
neſs had be\pread the Church, do not difcern the riſimg Light from 
couuterfeit torches, cannot be ſaid to fin out of malice and through 
their own Fault, as ſhall alſo hereafter be mere largely handled, Bur 
what if it hath been ſhewn that it is or commanded, nor pertaineth to 
the Nature of our Faith and Obedience ? $hall they preſently be dil- 
obedient, who do not fully underſtand a 1yſtery, which is no where 
commanded to be fully underſtood ? In ſhort, whether they, who rc 
called S9c:nians, do {in out of a bare Errour of Mind, we ſhall ſee here- 
after. It is ſufficient for me at prefent to evince, that bare errours of 
Mind are not puniſhed by God with erernal Puniſhment,under the New 
Covenant, Elegant 1s that of Bernard, Nothing burns in Hell, but our 
own Will, For it only 1s capeble of receiving the filthinels of Sin : for 
which in the whole Univerſe there hath been no place,unleſs God had 
left to intell;gent Creatures,a free and entire will. Unleſs (1 ſay) God 
had diſcharged the Will from all condition of ſervitude, all proof of 
Fertue had pzriſhed together with the licenſe of finning. Although 
very many had rather :cknowledge God the Author of Sin, than the 
bounteous giver of this Liberty. Of which Liberty, notwithſtand- 
ing it is an evident fign, that we abuſe it alone to the licenle of ſin- 
ing : ſo that the f2iiing of our Underſtandin s Ceſlervedly ſeemeth wor- 
tiy of commiſeration and pardon,whereas the pravity of our Wil de- 
{eryeth hatred and Puniſhment. - Ic s thercfore_no' wonder if God 
puniſhech 545 rather than the other, with erernal deſbruition ; becauſe: 
in this there is phkce for gx:lt, in the other only for /mbecility. But he 
n.ver puniſh:d lnbccility and Ignorance for Contumacy, eſpecially 
wich extream and everlaſting Pumiſhment. Likewiſe jn the Law. of Ao- 
ſes, whereof he was {0 leyere an $xatftor, as that he ratified i lo ruve- 
rence:of one Ceremony-wizhthe-þjood of a Man:that went to pather 
ticks, Numb.15.: Yet dint he leave :Partlon for Erroxr, and a rcfupe 
for Jeno ance, an that mche moſt grievous Crimes, whic! concen 
the Life and Safe: y of a Man. "Fe rigour of the; Moſcich Law por- 
. danerh his offence: who killed a manwyawares, and grantei) him 4 te- 
pedal af:ger the death: of che Zighyfrieſt., And why ſhould tor ito theo 
lenity of: che: Chyſtran Copemntntablolve the Pault hf;fucl as crre, af- 
-ter:thedgacle.of Chriit ous Hag/inlruaits whoſe Yoke is ſweet and bur- 
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den light, and who refuſeth not to disburthen and eaſe us of the load 
of our ſins? who hath left on Record in the latter end of his Teſts> 
ment, how worthy of Pardon he accounted Errours, whiPſt 
in the cruel nick of his death he prayed for thoſe that erred, Lake 23, 
Indeed to pray for them who ſin «to death,it is not lawful : nor would 
the Lord ever have done that amidſt the facriligious boldneſs of (6 
great a Crime, had he not taken pity on their nnhappy Ignorance 
Forgive them, faith he. For what reaſon ? Becauſe they know not what 
they do, Now if in the ignorance of ſo great a Aurder there remained, 
even in our Saviours Judgment, ſome place for Pardon, ſhall we, with 
our Cenſures damn To eternal Puniſhment the meer clouds of the 
Mind,and harmleſs Ignorance ? But you will ſay,ſhall we hold that /y 
noraxce and Eronrs are never puniſhed with everlaſting Deſtruction ? 
What ſhall become of the Souls of ſo many thouſand Irfidels ? what of 
thoſe barbarous Braſilians, and others of that ſort ? The greateſt part 
whereof have not had ſo much as a ſuſpition touching God and Chriſt. 
Shall we ſay that theſe ſhall be puniſhed for Conrumacy, who know not 
any Law, from whoſe obedience they may revolt ? Shall not the Igi:0- 
Tance of God and Chriſt in them undergo everlaſting Plniſhment ? In 
The flrſt place, I deny that they are in any ſort puniſhed, to whoſe cars 
the ſound of the Saving Dodtrine never came, and ſay, that they are 
only lefc in that wretched condition, to which they were liable by 
their very Birth. For inaſmuch as the Puniſhment df our firſt Pa- 
rent derived the moſt wretched ſtate of eternal Death to his Poſteri- 
ty, God might according to his Wiſdom and good pleaſure exempt 
whom he would from this miſery, leaving the reſt in the ſame. For 
who ſhall preſcribe a Law to his abſolnte power ? or ſet bounds to his 
Clemency ? Thoſe therefore, to whom he hath revealed his Law, he 
puniſheth as Rebels, unleſs they obey, not with any new kind of Pu- 
niſhment ( eſpecially afcer Death) but only leaving them in their mi- 
ſerable ſtate together with the reſt. Others to whom. he hath not 
vouchſafed ſo greas a - ogg leaveth indeed in the ſame ſtate, but 
doth not therefore puniſh. For the reaſon of eternal Death, as it is to 
be called a Puniſhment, conſiſteth not in the appointment of a new 
Puniſhment, bur in a certain ademption of the Divine Grace, which 
mighs free them ont of the ſervitude of the old Puniſhment ; which 
certainly is not taken away from them, to whom it was never offered. 
But ſome one will reply, Why ſhould thoſe wretched Ignorants be in 
the ſame Condition with the ſmpions and D:ſobediers 7 As if God m_ 
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unjuſt towards ehoſe, becauſe he uſeth Clemeney towards theſe. Doth 
the Lord of the Vineyard do wxong to the Labourers, when. he re- 
compenſeth the unequal merits of ſundry Perſons. with one reward,. 
not by taking ſomewhat away from-them that-were more deſerving,. 
but only by adding ſomewhat to them.that were lefs deſerving ? Mas. 
20, Bur if ſomething may be added to their. Reward, who are leſs de- 
ſcrving,without wrong to thoſe who-are more deſerving;,ſomething al: 
ſo may be taken away from their puniſhment,who.are more deſerving, 
without wrong to them who are leſs deſerving; Suppoſe that one 
hath promiſed liberty to Tit:#s his Captive upon a certain condition, 
without promiſing any thing to Sejus. Terms for his Contumacy loſeth, 
the Reward, receiving nothing from his Maſter, but remaining Cap- 
tiveand miſerable together with Sejus.. Can Seguss now. complain, 
that he being innccent, endureth the ſame things with T.iriws.who was 
diſobedient ? Titious may rather- acknowledge the clemency of his 
Maſter, who would content himſelf with the meer ademprion of the 
Reward. As therefore innocent Sezow is not puniſhed by his Maſter,, 
althougi; he be left in the ſame miſery with guilty. Tris : So neither 
ſhall the ignorant Brafrtians.be hereafcer puniſhed by not receiving, 
that which was never promiſed to-them, Theſe may rather ponder 
on the grievous Puniſhment of their Contumacy., who ſee their Salva- 
tion, aud pine. away for having: forfaken it., We have, Þ ſuppoſe, 
ſhewn ſufficiently, that ſuch Ignorants, whereof we ſpeak, are zor pu- 
iſhed. Bur if we grant that they alſo are. puniſhed, ſhall they. be pre-- 
ſently. puniſhed for their Ignorance ? As. if that Ignorance were that 
wiich ought to be puniſhed, and is not it ſelf rather a-ccrtain Puniſh-. 
ment. Who knoweth not that God oftentimes avengeth Hickednefs 
and Crimes with Errrours. Who wonld not: reckon ſuch Ignorance 
amongſt the horrid Puniſhments of God ?- This thercfore will re+- 
main. to be enquired further, for what cauſes he hath puniſhed them: 
with ſo great blindneſs? But who hath known the-thoughts of the 
Lord ?: Or who hath been his Counſellor ?: There is no cauſe why any 
one ſtould:fiſh this Secret: ont of me,. but thatl certainly know that 
God proceedeth lowly and unwillingly-to Puniſhment, and that every 
one is undoubtedly the Author of his own. Deſtruction, . Ofall thote 
that were wicked, and included under Sin, the moſt High God might 
take pity on: ſome, and puniſh others.. So that the- cauſe of this Pu- 
iunent; lionld, as ;it {eemeth,. be fought for, not in the -/gnorance. 
tit the Wickeane/r of men;andin the ſpecial good-pleaſure of the wiſe 
Gotl...lot us procced further... Suppoſe thoſe barbarous 3raſiliazs we 
mM 
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puniſhed for Ignoravnce., What is this to our Errours ?' Their Teng» 
rance tak-th away all F4:h, Religion, and Picty, We ſpeak of bare 


Erroxrs of the-Mind, which arc [o far from weakening Faith or Rel;. 


gion, that they ought, under the Penalty of everlaſting deſtruQion, 
io he free from all contagion of Wickedneſs. Finally, admit thr 
the Braſilians are puniſhed for the bare Ignorance of: their 11nd, 
(which notwithſtanding we do not grant) ſhall we therefore ſay th; t 
the ſame Ignorance is. puniſhed, by God with fo gricvous aad bitter a 
puaiſhment in opr erronjcus ones ? The puniſhment of thoſe doth in- 


.hoicely diff-r from the puniſhment of theſe. Ir is an eaſie matter to 


loſe ſuch things as the Mind with a flattering hope never promiſed to 
it {:lf, The Reward of Eternal Life is not promiſed to them, no hee 
of [mmortalicy given themgr'o taste of everlaſting joy offered to then; 
they nevesendeayoured to enter 194 thorow the {trait Gate ; to deny 
themſelves zjhcy have not attempted to bcar their C9/5 ; ro follow 
their Saviour thorow the afflictions of this World. But the greateſt 
part of them who crre through the bare Imbecility of their wit, have 
omitted nothing to the molt cercain hope of Salvation, and to all the 
toyl of a pious life, and to the tolerance of Chriſt's Croſs. Shall we 


imagine that theſe ſhall for their meer {gnorance, and the. miſtakes of 


their- Underſtanding, be diſcarded from the forethought and fore- 
taſted expectation of cternal Joy ? Shall we think that their labours 
ſhall be in vain, and their Hope and Faith vaniſh into ſmoak ? Certain: 
ly this would be a moſt wretched condition, and not to be compared 
with that prniſhment of thoſe Barbariazs. So that it can'at no hand 
ſcem probable to any man, who ſetteth before his eyes the rmfinire 
Grace and Mercy of God, eſpecially under the New-Covenart, that 
ſuch pnorance ſhould have ſo ſevere a Puniſhment inflicted on ir, 


CHAP. VI. 


That the things neceſſary to bt known unto Saluation, art 'few,. aud. very 
ſimple, andeaſie to be underſtood by rhe ſimpleſt. Sitch;3%.2or the rom- 
mon Dottrine touching the Trinmty, 1b © 2 $9 NOX 754k oi 
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Here are not wanting ſome,amonegſt ſo many Families of Chriſtians 
who imagine certain particular menywhom they ——_— 

tobe by Name excluded fromthe Heavenly Inheritance pe&rdo vis 
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Opinions of almoſt all diſſenting Parties herein agree, that the way 

to Salvation is before hand ſhut up and obſtrutted to 0 ſorr of men. 
And indeed, not without good reaſon. For ſince they are all equal in 

the ſight of the moſt High God, and no mans Dignity exempteth him 

out of the condition of the reſt, there is no re{pect of Perſons with 

God,no regard of Eminency. He vieweth not the minds of men tho- 

row thoſe Coverings of the Body, or thorow the Dreſs and Ornament 

ofthe optward Fortune, but naked and ſcqueſtred from all diſguiſes z 

and therefore the condicion, which is for che moſt part without the 

verge of the Man himſelf, ought to difference none before him. As 

for the Counſel therefore of the great God, all are alike deſtinated to 

Ecernal Happines, whether they be Men or Women, Young or Old, 

cla4 in Scarlet, or courſcr Wool z having fo much Land, that they can« 

not count. it, or having no Land to count ; in ſhort, whether they be 

born to Rule, or Servitude ; exerciſe Liberal or Manual Arts, all are 

promiſcuouſly and in the ſame degree called to that Heavenly Inheri- 

tance. How few of all theſe can penetrate into thoſe abſtruſer Se- 

c:ers of ſublime DoCtrines ? And therefore by the moſt wiſe Counſel 

of God, the Heads neceſſary to Salvation are ſo ordered, that they 

may, wichont any pains, be underſtood and comprehended by all. 

Howbeir that Doctrine, touching which the preſent Diſcouſe is in- 

ten-{ed, is ſo ?nrricareand hard, and doth fo far ſurpaſs the apprehcn- 

fion of the ſimpler ſort, that very few of them can promiſe Salva- 

tion to themſelves, if ic be prejudicial to any one to have a 7/- 

underiFanding of theſe things. For the Queſtion is not concerning, 

the Holy Trinity, which all confeſs and adore, even they who are 
nick-namecd $4amoſmenians ; but touching the Differenees of Eſinces 
and Perſons, touching the Communication of Properiies, touciing 
thoſe vyſtcries wi:ich no man ever ſaw, nor ſufficien:Iy underſtood. 
Thcſ-things rif: up fo high above our Imbecility, :nd fo great a crop 
of Thorns and Briars ſpringeth up when they begin once to be diſcul- 
ied, thai Nature ſeldom produceth ſo happy a Wir, as can in good 
earneſt rid himſcif our of that Brake. If any ore of the duller ſort 
{ and who ſcemet! aczre enough for ſo ſubtle things ) ſtick in thoſe 
Bryars, why ſhonld we Impute that to his Wickedneſs, which is due 
tothe weakneſs of his Wit ? The very ſublimity of the things, argu- 
eth their diſhcnl:y, as alſo the Excellency of the Objett, which never 
was, never will be comprebended by the Mind of Man. And therefore 
not long afcer the Apoſties time, a great bickering about thefe things 
' | IÞ) <4 
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diſturbed the whole World, and did fo exerciſe the Wits of the Fa-. 
thcrs, that after ſo many toils and Councils, neicher did all agree 
with one another, nor every one with himſelf. By ſo much eaſicr a 
rask it is to ſearch the Majeſty of God, than comprehend it. Which 
curioſity, how fatal it proved to the World, Ict us believe the Com- 
plaint of Hilary, who pronounceth the Biſhops of France, happy, in 
that they had neither forged nor received, nor known any oi her Con- 
feſſion than that old and moſt ſimple one, which had from the Age of 
the Apoſtles been received in all Churches. O that we had rather be 
happy with thoſe French Biſhops, than by being over-w1ſe, diſturb the 
Qiier of the Church, or baniſh out of Heaven ſuch Souls as are inca- 
pable of ſo great Myſtzries ! How many men eruly pioxs and fimple 
{hall you find, who are not able to maintain and defend their own Ops: 
2i07, though ſometimes true ? If theſe happen to doubt of the truth, 
or through Imprudency to flip in ſuch Matters, ſhall they preſently be 
excluded from the Entrance both of Heaven and the Church, as En: 
mies of God and Chriit 2 What ſhall the wretches do, whiPſt oficns 
times they hang in ſuſpznſe between a great ſhew of probabiliry on 
both fades ? And why ſhonld not the knowledge of ſuch things, as are 
alroge er requiſite unto Salvation, be as obvious to the Simple as to 
learn. Wis? Hath God, paved an eaſier way to Salvation for the 
Ltarnza oni Ingenioms, than for others ? Nor 1s it very mate1ial, that 
the rudcr ſort may apprehend by the teaching of the more Learned, 
what they perhaps of themſelves cannot attain unto. For ſince among 
the Learicd themſelves there are fo many Comroverſies, either the 
ruder ſort ſhall judge of th:m by their wx underſtanding, which is all 
one ( for *tis as bard to determine between the Arguments on both 
ſides, as beiween true and falle Opinions ) or ſhall hand over head 
follow the authoricy of others. Bur it the choice of the true Opinion 
exccedcth their ability, ſo that they are altogether inforced to follow 
others without any premiſed deliberation ; what fault of theirs wi!! 
ic be, when they are miſtaken ? Therefore they (hall either be puniſh- 
cd g::leleſs for the fault of others, or if they periſh. guiley, their only 
offence will be this, namely, that they are ſomewhat dull; which is ris 
diculous. For let us ſuppoſe, what ofcn comerh to pals, that there 
are certain ſimple men of an innocent Life, and who according to the 
power of their mortality, live piouſly and devoztly : let us alſo ſuppoſ? 
what often falleth out, that thiere are Learzed and Ingenious men, but 
overwhelmed with ſins and and treſpaſſes. In both, erhaps. God 
may find juſt cauſe of Puniſhment : but he ſctteth not ſo high a eſti- 

mare 
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mate on IVi:y, as to deal more ſeverely with better Men, only for 


their rudeneſs, than with the worſt of men, and ſuch as by their very 
lngratitude for his Gifcs provoke his vengeance. But he ſhould 
deal more ſeverely with berrer men, were a certain and infallible way 
to Salvation quite fhut up to then for the dulnefs of their Wic 3; and 
enly an uncertain and ſlippery one, depending on another*s wit or 
piety, lefr them, And it, on the the contrary, wicked men, ſo they 
be ingenious, have always, ( if they pleaſe ) a priviledge 10 go tho» 
row the :1gat and ſaving Path. Burt you will fy, God is bound to 
none, and when he findeth in both a cauſe of juſt feverity, though nor 
equal, he may accordi'g to his own gocd pleaſure, proſecuic his right 
in thoſe, and pardon th<ſe their great: fins. I anfiver : What God 
may do is not here ſo much queſtioned, as what he wel, and is wont 
todo, And therefore thcugh we ſhould grant, that he may do this, 
yet would it not as yet appear, that he will, and is wont to do 
ſo. For God may do many things towards Men, without Impeach- 
ment to his Juſtice, which othewiſe his wozred Mercy ſ:cmeth not 
to permir. But would not a reſpect cf Perſons be by this means ap- 
paren:ly aſcribed unto God, if before him Learned Men ſhould be in © 

better condition, than S:mple Ones ? And yet notwithſtanding he is 

wont to reveal his Myſterics, not to the wile of the World, but to 

the Simple and Ignorant, as the face of the Primetime Church witneſ- 

ſeth, which had very few Learned Men : which very thing evinceth 
the Condition of ſimple Nien in point of Religion, to be, if not bet- 
ter, yet at leaſt equal to that of the Learned. 1am ſorry to dwell lon- 
geron a thing ſo evident. For theſe things cannot be obſcure to any 

one but him, who heing pnfttd up with a vain contidence of himſelf, 
and his Knowledge, hach quite evaporated and breathed out all Chari- 
ty and Viildneſs of Chriſtian Forhearance. And therefore ſuch as 

erre are oftentimes by us accuſed of Wickedneſs, not that they them- 

ſelves erre grievoully, but becauſe they think us to erre grievouſly, 

Our Pride may ſeek what Pretences ſhe pleaſeth, yet doth ſhe for 

the moſt part plead her own Cauſe : and a great part of ihoſe that erre 

Te condemned and anathematized not fo much for their own igno= 

r3nce, as for their d:fent from vs. 
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CHAP. VI. 


T hat there is not in this Life a perfelt Knowledge of God, and of Divine 
Myſteries, but in the other Life , and that Faith, Hope, and Charity 
' are Sufficient to Satvation. i! 


F in the buſineſs of our Salvation a difference were made betwrer, 
the very work of our Felicity and ſuch means as tend thereunto, 
we ſhould efteem fewer thirgs :s neccſſary to be known, and a far 
caſier conrſe might te taken to repair Ceoxcerd in the Church, Where- 
25 now, whiPſt we confound the means with the end, j; cemeth to p« ſs, 
that in a prepoſterous Order we will bave .hat which was firſt in the 
Intention,to be allo firſt in the Execution, when nctwithſtanCing the 
means do in their nature ſo follow the cnd, as togc before it in time. 
What is i to whicii the defire cf the robleſt mincs afpire ? Even 
the plerſure of eternal Joy, which Man's Mind cnnot ſo much as 
conccive, without the ex: Knowledge of God. But that Contem- 
pleticn, happy even to Envy, a.vaiteth us in the Heavens : nor ca1 
the narrownefs of our earihly temper in this frailty comprehend it. 
As theref-ro he would be ridicalons, who Jhould hope for the fruit of 
Soveraign Happineſs in this Life : fo are we alfo ſeized with a very 
fooliſh humour, whiPfſt in this ze of our Mortality we require of all 
the ſuj:ers for Heaven, a perfir Knowledge of God's Nature : which is 
not a taſte or handſel of our felicity, but the very zop and complement 
thereof. If the capacity of our Underſtanding do: h ts hath been ſaid) 
in vain attempt to compr=hend this fully on the Earch, it is fit that we, 
together with the Apoſtle, (1 Cor. 13.) knowing and propheſying 1 
part, expedt the Perfeit:on that is to come. But with what Spaces ſhall 
we circumſcribe that wandring and :mperfie Knowledge ? It is the ſafell 
way to fet thoſe Limits thereuato, which the very nature of the New- 
Covenant hath appointed. Namely, that we chiefty and neceſſarily 
inculcate on all, only that Knowledge of God and Chriſt, withour 
which thoſe things cannot conſiſt, which are required of us: by vertue 
of the New-Covenant, Of which fort are a firm Confidexce placed in 
God and his Chriſt, together with a Hope of his Promiſes, and perfit 
Charity. All thcfe things are eaſily conſiſtent with thoſe Miſtakes 
about theſubtle ſearch into the Nature of God and Chriſt. More- 
over the geateſt difficulty in ſuch diſſen: ions, is for the moſt part 
wont 
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wont toariſe about the State of aur Saviour, before he repaired rhe 
Lapſed ConJition of Men. Howbeit, if we make a true Eſtimate of 
the matter, alchough this Myſtery of his Eternity be true and alto- 
gether Divine, yet doth ic not properly belong to us, to whom he 
hath preſented and revealed himſelf a Mediator in a humane Nature 


and Condition only. So that they areal.ogether worthy of excuſe, 


who ſee and look upon him only in that part, wherein he ſhewed hijm- 
ſelf to Mankind. For as they loſe not the Rewards of a Covenant, 
who do not exaQtly know and comprehend his Nature, with whom, 
and by the entermiſe of whom, they enter into league, ſo that they 
know both fo far forth, as the reaſon of the Covenane and common 
utility requireth. So neither ſeem they excluſible from Heaven, who 
im the Knowledge of God and Chriſt the Adediaror, want nothing to 
the reaſon and obſervance of the New-Covenant, although they rife 
not up to the ſublimer Contemplation of both. Eſpecially ſince the 
greateſt part of them, who at this day recede from the common ſenſe 
of the Church in ſo great a matter, are not out of any raſhneſs ſo per- 
ſwaded touching the Son of God, but rather ont of a piows fear, leaſt 
they ſhould derraC@t from the Father ſomewhat of his Honour. Where- 
in, if they unwitingly offend againſt the Son, ont of Loye to the Fa- 
ther, ( fo that Improbity mingle not ir ſelf with their Errour) is 
feemeth very credible, that the Son will, for the very Love of the Fa- 
ber, forgive them this Errour. For he gave a notable proof of his 
Meckneſs, when he prayed for his [gnorant Murtherers, as we alſo did 
before hint. What, think we, will he not do for the Love of the 
Father, who for the Love of Men forgave ſo great an Injury to his 
Enemies ? Now if he out of Love ro Mankind, doubted not to aſſume 
the Form of a Servant, and really to endure extream Diſgraces, cer- 
tainly ho will bear with the Erroxrs of Men, who do not conceive 
worthily enough of his Majeſty and Dignity, eſpeeially that which is 
aſt. Will he, who for the ſakes of Men did of his own accord de- 
aſe himſelfto the loweſt Condition, puniſh them fir this very thing, 
namely, becanfe they out of Ignorance think more mo3nly of his Cux- 
dition than is fit ? Eſpecially, when he himſelf by his D:baſt ment, 
did in a manner give occaſion of ſuch Ignorance, Certainly it is in- 
credible that he who of his own accord underwent fer the Sins of 
Men a reproachful kind of Death, will not pardon {© hamane y--ak- 
neſs a ſimple Opinion, that derogates ſomething from his ..;cicar 
Excellency,-if fo be the Erroxr be harmicſs, and removed from 1 
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Sin of Malice. More might be ſaid on this cccaſion ; but neither is ic 
my intention to ſay all things, and what hath been ſpcken, will ſuſfce 
courteous Judgments. As for Moody Diſpoſitions, we may ſooner 
w:/h than hope to bring them from their inbred Prejudices. Now 
Ict us &-ſcerd to ſuch things as are more ſpecial. 


CH AP. VIII 


A General Apclogy for the Sociniars, that they are net of ſuch a Per. 
ſwaſion ont of Ambition, Avarice, Pleaſure, or Superſiuticn, nor off end 
out of any Malice, but only ont of the Care of thery Salvation. 


Y me! what Contumacy 1s this, and ſcorning to obcy, that we 
A Men depart from our heavenly All: giance in nothing ſooner, 
than char which hata moſt acur:tely been enjoyned and preſcribed ? 
Doth that unhappy Exsle of Heaven, ſolliciting the Faith to a So 
cicty of Rebellion, tempr us in that part chiefly, where he may make 
us moſt guilty of Treaſon ? Or rather, did the divine Providence 
more ſtrictly command that, wherein he moſt ſuſpeted our Obedi- 
ence ? Whatſoevcr it be, certainly the more frequently mutual Love 
and Good-will is enjoyned us in the ſacred Oracles, the more obſtinate- 
ly do we refuſe it. And (which 1s the more tobe lamented ) we 
follow them as Guides hercin, who ought at no hand thus to go 
before us, I mean ſuch Teachers of Religion, who being co- 
tend with the zeal of Inhumane Piety, make it a part of our Duty 
to hate Diſlenters. A great part of chem beginneth to hate the Per- 
{ons before the Vices, and ( which 1s a thing very unjuſt ) under a 
pretence of the publick, Canſe, they exerciſe prevate Hatred, Yea, fur- 
thcr, to an inexpiable and moſt hateful War, the bare neme of Par- 
tics is ſufficient : and 1n a prepoſterous Order, the Judgment here fol- 
loweth hatred and Fnmity, as elſewhere it doth Love, Beſides, it is 
prejudical to the Truth to have been uttered or defend*d by ſuch as 
crre Nor is Virtue valued at her worth in them, who have becn once 
blaſted with the ſulpition and prejudice of Erroxrs, No Heoneſly, 
-uilty of the lcaſt Hereſy, is ſafe in the Church of Rome : nor js th 
Honeſty of a Cachchick more gently dealt withal amongſt ProteFaxz-, 
wo bcing themſclves alſo divi.ied into fundry Fatiens, wi h proud 
detei minations denounce Heaven or Hel! to one another. There is 


no 
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n2 remembrance of Mortality ; no pardon to miſtaking, any where. 
Alchough you offend not in your Manners, yet Is it a capital Offence 
to-trip 1n the Underſtanding of Divine Matters. Yet hath the pub- 
lick hatred of the World more eaſily conſpired againſt no ſort of men 
than againſt thoſe who commonly paſs under the Name of Sociaiaxs, 
or Photinians. Certainly an «»happy Race of Men, and amidſt ſo ma- 
ny Injuries and Reproaches, honeſt in a manner grats, For neither 
dol excuſe the Errors which they hold. The thing þ wonder at js 
this, How men ſodiſtant from all ambition and ayarice, and innocent 
in all the parts of their Life, ſhould be ſo gricvoully miitaken. To 
aim at high Matters is the undoing of very many Wics,born and fram- 
ed to the beſt things. Burt this vice, ariſing from the deſire of Glory, 
hath there no place, ( if other luſts ve abſent ) where Ambition fnd- 
eth not room enough tor her ſwelling to expatiate in. For what man, 
being well. in his wits, would promile to himſelf a Name of Renown 
amongſt the moſt contemned and univerſally hated part of the ig- 
noble Vulgar ? Who would ſeek after the Rays of an-illuſtrious fame 
2midſt : hz Darkneſs of Obſcuricy, who might find ic in the light and 
Sun-ſhinz ? As we ſee very many of them might do, whom neither 
the ſplendor of their Birth, nor their Wit and Learning exempteth 
trom a voluntary debaſement. Nor can you juſtly charge them with 
Avarice, a great part of whom doth generouſly deſpiſc all means of. 
Zrowing Rich ; and you ſhall hardly find any where, cicher poorer men, 
or ſuch as by the Rule ofth-ir Sect, are neceſſitated to give mote than 

they. There remaineth wy IO" timerous nature always 
concemneth anothers Liberty, tn that which ſhe her ſelf doth with a. 
icrupulous Religion refuſe. Certainly SuperFition is either baniſhed 

from amongſt them,or hath there pur off that which was in her nature: 
moſt odious, ſince they in all their Dactrines /o diſſent from others, 25 

thar they exclude none either from cternal Salvation, or from Fro- 

thcrly Communion, but ſuch an one as 1S a Patron of manifeſt FYice, 

Waich very Carriage wipeth away even the leaſt ſuſpitiou of Pride, 

wirich never debaſeth her {elf unto ſogr2at modelty,as not ro preſcribe 

that truth, which ſhe arrogaceth to her ſelf, to be held and ob{''r ve.; hy 

all o.hers a!m2ſt under a Form : fo that] am utterly unabl. © find cnt 

tbe Cauſe, why they ſhould expoſe tiiemfelves to the cruel hatred of 
all, and to dang?15, unleſs i. be a! ardent defireto ple”: God, £1 

itudy of cruz Pizty. In which regard they are wor.hy v& more Par- 

don, if any diſaſter befall them in che {c- rh of  blime things. For 
indeed | cannot apprehend waat ir is that inilameth ns wit {o impla- 
cabic: 
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cable prejudice againſt them, when nelther the ſweetneſs of Fame, 
nor the-ſpur of Riches, nor the allurements of a diſſulute Life, but on- 
ly the ſollicicous cars of their Salvation, hath caſt chem into theſe 
ſtrai.s. Weovght rather to favour the Wretches, and reach forth a 
ſaving Right-Hand tothem, even again# their will. Whereas now 
on the contrary, we rejett them ſning for our favour, any had rather 
hate and abominate than in#truZit them in a friendly manner. Bur by 
what right, or for what demerir of theirs ? Is it becauſe they defend 
things, which they conceive to be true,with ſo great prejudice to thei: 
Honour and Security ? What? would we have them facrifice their: 
Faith and Conſcience on the pleaſures of others ? Or is it becauſe they 
think thoſe things to be rrwe, which are fal/e ? Truly we are very uw 
jarions to mortality, if we ſuppoſe the Ercours and Failings of om 
Mind to be Crimes. . You will ſay, They ſir of ſer purpoſe + and fall not 
caſually, bur by a voluntary ſlip. But who told you ſo ? Or who 
hath diſcovered to you their intimate Counſels ? Certainly not 
Charity, which is an Enemy to evil Surmiſes, but bitterneſs and 
maliznity of Spiric, which is apt to make a ſiniſter Conſtruction of a- 
nothers meaning. Although they had no evident proof of their In- 
nocency, yet in a doubtful matter, and ſuch as is known only to the 
Fudge of Hearts, it became us not to make any ſad decree againſt them. 
How much leſs can they be condemned, w :en there appeareth no- 
thing that might invite and drive them to ſo wretched and dangerous 
malice ? We ſhould at leaſt here make uſe of that notable Saying of 
Piſs, For whit Advantage ts this done g For if they be neither ſeized 
with a longing afcer Honours and Riches,nor with an Itch of Pleaſures, 
nor can have any hopes of carthly Solace; and if they conform their 
Life tothe Preſcript of that moſt Holy Law, where lyeth the Incitc- 
ment to ſo great Improbity, as that they ſhould purpoſely procure 0 
themſelves ſo many troubles, together with eternal Deſtruction ? 
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CHAP. IX. 


Az Anſwer to the Obje tion abort rejeiting the Conſent of the Church, 
for the Authority of the Seripture ly. 


Ur you will ſay, That they have been fo Garing, -as to queſtion a 
Myſtery for fo many Ages fince reccived by all the Criſtian 
World with great applauſe, and vencrable for its very Antiqui.y,and 
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ratified by the authority of ſo many Holy Fathers and Councils : and 
ſo are come to the very height of wickedneſs, in attempting to diſ- 
cuſs with ſacrilegiovs curiofity ſuch things as ought to be believed. 
The reprehenſion then is this, that they have began to make a doubt 
of ſo certain a thing. But what ? Is it unlawful to buſie your wir 
about a thing of undoubted Truth, that after a more ſtri&-examina- 
tion, you may the ſooner impetrate atſent from your ſelf ? Certain- 
ly it is a diſparagement to the Truth, if we ſuppoſe her to be afraid: 
of Men's Judgments... For neither 1s it unbecoming her to plead for 
her ſelf at the Bar of Reaſon, that ſhe may bravely overcome, and 
draw. the very Judge to her ſide : whereas if ſhe decline the Tryal of 
this Court, ſhe ſuffers not a little in the confidence of her cauſe. For 
though we may not enquire into the. Truth of. the Divine Oracle, yet 
we both may and ought into the grue meaning thereof : and they ſeem: 
Slanderers, who fay that the Secinians believe not.the words of the 
Scripture, becauſe they.doubt of the received ſenſe... But what if they. 
ſeem alſo to have juſt cauſes of doubting ? For they conceive that the 
Holy Fathers, and the confent of ſo many Ages, do add more Digni- 
ty and Veneration, than Srreſs to the DoCtrine of the Trin+1y. How 
- well grounded this conceit is, 1 diſpute not.. However, certain it is, 
that th:y are nor the firſt. wha have charged the publick authoricy of 
the Church, and the conſent of many Synods and Ages, with the Suſ- 
pition of-very great Crimes. For ſince they ſee the foreſaid au- 
thoricy in many other things of great moment, not only. Accuſed, but 
alſo convicted of Falſhood, whai fo hainous Crime have they com= 
mitted, who dare not entruſt their Faith:and Opinion of Divine 
Things unto her ?- For of- ſixteen A-es, the twelve latter cannot war- 
rant many things to the greatcit part of Chriſtians. It cannot be dec- 
nyed, thac the S:cr4ans going further than others, do alſo reject the 
conſent of the four formier, but efpecially of the third and Fourth 
ages. For ſince the Truih hath found little aſſurance in humane au- 
thority for ſo many Ages of the lowelt antiquity, they thought that 
their Opinions wer? to be ſquared only y the Rule of the Holy Scrip+ 
ture. Wh-rein truly chey could not <rce ſo greatly, but that they 
had a far greater cauſe of -rring-. For what: could the Faith of the 
Ciwrch, big once ſuſpected, ra::5.: to them ? How could they know 
thac rhe Chrijtian World hath groancd under the Darkneſs of Er- 
rours 0 lonzer Than for tc1 or ty.clve Ages ? Or that thoſe antient 
times had any privile41: 2h0:e tae following Ones, ſo that they 
gould not crre ? They tity cuem to be Men, yea, ſuch mcn as Were, 
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alas! dehled for a'great part with vices and'cyimet, Nor could they 
be ignorant of the faRions amongſt the Necere Fathers, nor of their 
ovident ambition; nor of the ev!l arts of ſundry-others, 'nor of the - 
ſhimeful Errors of men, otherwiſe moſt holy. Ant though it were 
to be held, that /abour -the three hundredth year of Salvation,the 
Church did ſtill rerain the-primicive Truth; yet inſo many diſſentions 
and ſomany adverſe Councils, they judged that at leaſt the choice of 
the truer Opinion did pertain to themſelves. In chuſing which;they 
Gught-not to follow the Judgment of the ſucceſſive Church, which hed: 
been already juſtly condemned in many Points of Faith, but the infal- 
libleRule of the holy” Scrip:ure. **For how could the Church war- 
rant unto tken: the opinion of others, when ſhe was not able to make 
good her own. - Beſides, they called to mind the Genivs of that age, 
and the diſpoſitions 'of thoſe Fathers, concerning whom that great 
man Juſtus. Lipſues m1 our age wrote, That many did then ſo pur or Chriſt 
by.azi outward Profeſſion, that in their Minds they did not pat off Plato. 
And therefore they not without cauſe ſuſpected, that in many heads 
of Doctrine, plain words were wreſted to forrain & Philoſphical ſenſes, 
whiPſt the Fathers did with ingenious Comments tack the myſteries of 
their Philoſophy to the Werd of God, that they might not ſeem to have 
karned in vain. For what ſhould be the cauſe, ſay they, that touch- 
ing the received Explication of the Holy Trinity, Plato and Tri/- 
ma gift us ſpeak more clearly than the ſacred Scripture ? Or what rca- 
ſon ſhould rhcre be, why the Scripture ſhould more timerouſly and 
obſcurely deliver /o holy aMyſtery,thanthe foreſaid Philoſphers ? Theſe 
and the like things, though they do not acquit them of Erroxr, yer do 
they clear them-from the Imputation of ang For nothing is more 
certain,than that the Doctrine of Chrilt is not bnilt on ſo weak a foun- 
dation, as ſome conſtitute in humane authority. Now did we hereto: 
fore wreſt t%+/e Arms out of the hands of Papsſts, that we our ſelves 
might uſe them agaiaſt others s Certainly it becometh not us, either 
to take their Weapons, or deliver oxrs up to them : but when we are 
ſmmoned tothe Tribunal of the Holy Scripture only, we cught not. 
to yicld thispraiſe to the Adverſa ies, that they ſhould ſecm to hope 
better than we concerning the Equiry and Favonr of ſo great a Juc'pe, 
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An Anfwer to three other Objeftions : a Compariſon -of Calvins 

Doitine 'rourhing”” Fatal Predeftination, with the - Dotrine of 
» others: FN | » 6cedh of 26 


JIUt it will be further obzef#ed; that the Socinians impiouſly con- 
tradict the manifeſt words of the ſacred Scripture, and ſcornful- 
ly reject the clear Truth coming in upon them. To which } anſwer, 
Thac whatſoever pains and travel they undertake in this Buſineſs, is 
employed, not againft-the Holy Frimry, (as they are nnjuſtly defam- 
ed) nor azainft the Sacred Scriprure, but againſt the humane Expli- 
cations of both.' H-nce we may-fee that they willingly aſlent and 
give credit to all the Sacred Oracles touching this -matter, only re- 
ectrng cei tain-Interpretations and Forms, ſprungup certain ages af- 
ter, Fhey belicve they are according to the Command of Chriſt, to 
be b.iptrzed into the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Hh- 
ly Sprrit;, Mat.28: They believe thoſe three ſacred Witneſſes in Heaven, 
the Father, theWſord, and the Holy-Spirit, 1 Joh. 5. They acknow- 
ledge, that #m the Beginning was the Word, and the Word was a God, 
oh: 1.: Yea, ſuch a one, 19 whom: all Power in Heaven and Earth was 
given ;; ashe ſpeaketh of himſelf, Mat, 28. It would be tedious to 
reckon up all the Seripure-Teſtimanies of this kind, to which they 
-give-credence withont any-exception. Thofe hard ind ſhbczt Opini- 
ons concerningthe Fſtxce and Perſon-of God, concerning. the com- 
munic2tion of Properties, and others of that- hatch, they cither. under: 
ſtanii not; or' think them repugaant tote ſimple and plain Word of 
God-- Give us leave, ſay they, to be ignorants of ſnch thinrs <s are 
believed with danger. Intheſe (o ſubtil and thorny Explications, if 
they, afcer the manner of Men chance to erre, ſhall they preſently ' 
termed the Fnemies of God and Chriſt ? S'all there be found a: --. 
don for tn Errour in fo great diſhcul.y of things, no excuſe for. :- + ; 
neſs ? Which - notwithſtanding we 1ngeniouily (eek, ever i 4 
preateſt Crimes, though we be ncver fo well provided. of mono, 1 
avoid them. Are they, who cut of l-norance and Errony vial 5 
Edits of Princes, acquitted from the Ciitae cf Treafen ? ant th. 
that offeadeth about the C;vinc m—_ Ia our Opinion, have aw : 
. 4 Is; 
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Toge for his'wcaknefs inthe mercy of the Heavenly Father ? But you 
v1ll reply, that their:Blaſphemies are horrid, wherein Impiety leay- 
<th no place for pity ; and reproachful againſt-the Son of-God, and 
overthrowing the Foundation of our Faith. To'which 1 anſwer, that 
if there have: been any amongſt them of a more intemperate Tongye 
or Quill, they are #»famous not only with us, but alſo with them. But 
what'is here'meant by the Foundation of Faith, I do not ſufficient'y 
perceive. 1t hath been-abundantly evidenced before,'that ſuch Ey- 


-reurs do neceſſarily take away neither our Earth, nor cur Salvation 


For'it is not'the Forndation of Salvation to know his Eſferce, who 
hath promiſed the Salvation to us, ſo that we have no impious anc 
contumelious Opinien of him : as the ignorance of the Nature c* 
the Promiſer taketh not away the certainty of the Promiſe, unleſ; he 
hath promiſed us any thing under the concition of fuck Krow!edge. 
As for the knowledge of the Father, they therein doin a manner a- 
gree with us. They likewiſe adore and reverence with Divine Wer 

ſhip the Son of God, as the Author and Mediator of their S2lyaticn, 
the Heir and Lord of the Univerſe, and the General of our Warfe 
But.you will here reply, that they deny his Erermey. I anſwer, that 
They, together with holy Paul,care not much to know any thing bur 
Jeſus Chriit, and him crucified ;, and had rather, with ſo gicat an Apo- 
ſtle, reſt in the ſimplicity of this Knowledge, than either with 4:w, 
to aſcend to Non entities, or with Arhanaſne to Co-efſertiatitic: 

As for the Honour which thcy give tothe Holy Spirie, the greatne( 
thereof appeareth, in that they ſcarce diſtinguſh him from the $u- 
pream Father. Shall they then be ſaid to blafpheme againſt theſe, it 
they be ſomewhat miſtaken in the other Knowledge of them ? 1n- 
deed many Opinions are drawn out cf their Docrines, that the 


 wretches may be loaded with more Envy, and that by them, who 


whiPſt they are 1o vigilant in other mens Frrenrs, arc faſt aſleep 
intheirown. But if all the Chaff were to befifted out of humane opin!- 
ons, I weuld wiſh that-a great part of the Reformed Churches would 
labour to defend their own Cane, before they undertake to oppo: 
that of others : but thoſe above all, who have from the age of Chr)- 
ſpp recalled down to theſe very Times that ſecret and inevitat!: 
Law of Fate ;, and who hold alfo, thit the Sins and deſtruction of 
Mankind, and finally all 2nd tingular motions and impulſions of ou: 
Will, proceed from the decree of eternal Deſtiny ; to whom this falſe 
.perſwafion alſo ſeemeth io be fatal. From which Opinion, if v. 2 /zy 
alide prejudice, more, and wore, fiameful Erronrs will be devuc !, 
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than out of the Books of the Socinians. For which is more reproach- 
ful unto God, to hold thar he is one as well in Perſon as Eſſence; vr 
( that I may cloathe naked /njx/tsce with ſoft words ) to bring himin 
puniſhing men, for noe doing thoſe things, which by his own procure- 
ment were impoſſible? 1s it more abſurd to conceive that there is 
one Eſſence of 1 the Father, another of the Son, than that God (1 
tremble to ſpeak it) hath one thing open in his tongue, and another 
ching, contrary thereunto, ſhut up in his breaſt ? This is reproach 
cnough to the moſt High God, although we do not adde, that this 
di\imulation isjoyned with deceit ? Is the dignity of the He!y Spi- 
ric more traduced, whiPſt he is ſaid to be only the Yerrne and Power 
of God ; than the Goodweſs of God, whilſt he is held the Auther of 
Sin? Which conſequence doth alſo flow by a fatal and inevitable flux 
from that Doctrine of Fate. For he that decreed men ſhould neceſ- 
ſarily ſin, certainly would have them fin : otherwiſe he would have 
decreed a thing againſt his own cdefire. Now he, whoſe Decree and 
11 'i{ the event doth immutably follow, may certainly be termed-the 
Cauſe of that event, whether he afeCt it by himſelf, or by anorher. 
Finally, 'is it a greater derogation to the dignity of Chriſt, to deny 
ewo Natures in him, leaſt we ſhould make him two Perſons, than to the 
Wiſdom of God, to affirm that he would .perſwade men to that, 
wicreto neverthelcts he hath not perſwaded them, namely, that he 
would give Salvation unto a/, when notwithſtanding he hath deſign- 
ed it only to a few ? Truly, if we look more narrowly into the mat- 
2r, tne Doctrine of the Socinians touching the Holy Trinsty, is not to 
be actounted ſo much evs/ and im:p504s in its own nature, as imperfect 
and maimed, For it ſeemeth to afcribe tothe Holy Trinity nothing 
falſe or abſurd, but only to take away ſomething that is trne, namely, 
the Divine Nature of Chriſt, and the proper Per ſon of the Hely Spirzr. 
"Whereas this Detrine touching the fatal Predeſtination 0 parcicu- 
lar men, laboureth not with any defect, but with manifeſt pra: y. 
For it not onily offereth Injury to God by moſt unworthy Calumnics, 
but a!fo ſtriketh at the Foundation of our Faith. For to omit Secur:- 
ty and Deſpair, with witch two Rams 1: battereth the Wall of our 
Piety, it wonderfully we-kencti the very Belref of God's Promiſes. 
whiPlt i: bringeth 12 God wickeuly C:.t mbling, the more is the 
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Reaſons and Examples for tolerating Fereticks > and who are trite 
Hereticks., 2 


O what purpoſe ſpeak I theſe things ? Namely;to ſhew that there 
T isno cauſe, why we ſhould not think that they onght to be to- 
lerated in the Clarch,whoſe tenets, either by themſelves, or for their 
abſurd Conſequences, ſeem ſcarce tolerable, ſo that they to hoc wilfuls 
1y aſcribe ſome (pious thing to God,and teſtihe their Love towards 
the Lord Jeſus Chrilt, by obcyirg his Commandments. For although 
both the Patrons of the forecited Opinions did build unprofitable,yea, 
 damnable Teners,as it were hay and ſt«bb!e upon out Foiindation,which 
33 Jeſus Criſt ; yer, as it hath been alſo ſhewn at the beginning, the 
' Tencts which they through Erronr have bronght in, {-all he deſtroy- 
ed by fire, wiiPRt they themſelves in the mcan time ( unleſs ſome 
-other thing hinder) ſhz1l, as the Apoſtle teſtificth, 1 Cor. 3. obtain 
Pard.u and Salvation. Neither indeed ought we to refnle or ſcorn 
their Tommunion, whom God will receive into. the Society of eter- 
'nal happineſs; nor ſhould we hate them on earth, to whom eternal 
Love in H-aven is Cue. We are unwot thy to bear the Title of God's 
Cliildren, if we diſfain to be their Brerhren, whoſe Father God de- 
ſixcth to be. But if we be afraid of the contagi--n of ſuch Errours, 
either in bchalt'« f our ſelves; or rather of the weaker ones, in the firk 
' Place we may Act thereupon renounce brotherly Love, which we owe 
to them, although they erre. 'For we ought not to forſake a certain 
and clear Diity, lcaft an urtertain evil ſhould happen, nor to purſue 
even the molt holy Ends by unlawful means. But ſecondly, that fear 
js vain. '' For if we have not the Truth, tnere is lictle danger to be 
fcared from them, much lefs if we have it. For ſince they. maintain 
their Teners with no Arms, nor with any force and think it not fo 
much as lawful ſo to do, nor ſet them off wi h any carnal allure- 
ments, ccrtainly the Truth can never be by them either oppreſſed 
Wi: h force, or overthrown with fraud, inaſmuch as tle nature of truth 
is ſuch, thar like to Eagles Feathers, (he devourerh 31} other light pla- 
mage of Opinions, never wi:hdrawing her ſelf frum us, unlcſs ſhe be 
tyred cicher with our Servitude, or Sins. Which twain being not :0 
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bef.ared by -us in :a- modeſt liberty. of diſſenting, and ftudy<f true 
Charity, what cauſe is there why we ſhould ſo warily fence our Opi-. 
nions.fiom their Teners ? Let us rather be-poſleſſed with a certain 
hope, that as earthen Vellels being joyned with thoſe of Tin. or Sil- 
ver, are broken to picces-: ſo alſo if God the author of peace ſhall 
bring back-into the Church that happy tolerance, all falſe Opinions 
fighting hand to hand with the erze, will be daſhed to ſhivers and pe- 
riſh. Otherwiſe, if we ſo much fear that mutual patience, and friend: 
iy conference, we do not think well enough conccrning the goodneſs 
ot our Cauſe. Heretofore when .the dawning of Gojpel- Licht was 
returned, Lxther and his Followers would have wiſhed that they 
might be tolerated in the Communion of the Roman Church. But it 
concerned the Pope to ſecure his Darkneſs from the approach of the 
Morning. Again, when a diſſention was riſen up between the Lu 
therans and the Reformed, who was it that refuſed the form of agree- 
ment that was offered, but he that doubted of tis Cauſe ? Now alſo 
in the very Reformed Church ir ſelf, upon the difſention concern- 
ing Fate,none are more diſpleaſed with tolerance, than they that ſuſ- 
pe the truth of their Dottrine. Would Errour were ſo circumſpeRt 
in the Cradle of its Infancy, as ic is provident, being once grown up. 
But it being blind when it is born, doth afterwards b:zcome ſharp- 
ſighted, foreſceing its fate afar off, and eſchewing it, and is never 
more ingcnious to prolong its Life, than when it is preſſed with the 
conſcience of its own weekneſs. But you will fay, Frau we 2cknow- 
ledge a Hererick even for a Brother, when the Apoſtle, Tir. 3- com- 
mandeth us to zvoid him after two cr three admonitions ? Why ſhall 
we be:more merciful than the Hcly Spirit ? Let not that Mercy turn 
to our Miſery, when cnce the Lord beginneth to require at our hands 
the Souls of ſo many ſeduced Innocen:s. Shall we not eſteem him a 
Heretick,wlo in {© great amatter departcth frcem the ſound Detrine 
ofthe Church ? Do we not think our own Derive ſound ? How 
oficn have they been admonithed both with Writings and Diſputa- 
tions, and-yet neverthelcſs ſtick to their Frronrs as to Rocks? I an- 
ſer, Let none p:caſe himſelt ſo:much, as to vie with the Apoſtoii- 
cal Mcekneſs. Ir is an incurable Member, that the Apoſtle enjoyneth 
to be cutoff from the reſt of the Church's Body. -Howhbeit there may 
bc Erzour in them that undertake the Cure, and they themſelves may 
be overſpread with mrch darkneſs. For ncither can the ſcand part 
be always Ciſcerned from the Ciſcaſed one, and the one duth often- 
times Ceccive us with the Diſguiſe and Image of the other - And tho 
ic 
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it be never ſo manifeſt what part is entangled with a true Diſeaſe, 
yet doth i: ſometimes remain to be ſcanned, whether it be robe cnt 
off,or cured with mollify:z; Remedies z for thoſe Members only ought: 
to ſuffer amputation, wherein the Ganzrene Icaves no Pphace for a 
milder Medicine. Nor is the Apoſtle of another Mind, when he 
commandeth many Admonitions to be premiſed before Excommuni- 
cation, And leſt it ſhould be doubtful whom he deſigned by the 
Name of a Heretsck_, he ſubjoyneth A:guments thereupon, which are 
indeed effetts of the Heretick himſelf, but unto us impulſive Cauſes, 
that we may avoid him. For he faith, Thar ſuch-an one # overturn. 
ed, and ſinneth, being condemned of himſelf. And leſt any ſhould think 
that theſe are indeed impulſive Cauſes, but not of our fact, and our 
avoiding, bu: only of the Apoſtles. Injunction ; ſo that he indeed for 
theſe Cauſes excludeth every Hererick from the Communion of the 
Church ; bur yet it is not nccellary.for vs to have reſpect to them, 
he premi(eth the Participle, Knowszg z to intimate that we alſo ovght 
to know the Cauſes why we d:/common any of the Citizens in that 
Heavenly Cummon-wealth, nor naſt«nraſhly to ſuch Proſcriptions, but 
after we have ceriain knowledge of ſo great malice in them. And 
truly although the Apoſtle had not added this, yet did very Charity 
and the Analogy of our Religion, diate ſo much unto vs.. For this 
33 a great puniſhment, nor to be inflicted but on ſuch as ſin evidently, 
And foraſmuch as 11 ſo great a matter no Erroxr can be lit:le, we 
onzht firit of all to be aſc: rtained, that the Man to be condemned iz 
worthy of ſo rigid a ſentence, namely, ſuch an one, as is here painted 
cut in his Colours. Which not belonging unto men, who go aſtriy 
from the common road, ou! of meer [onorance, or injury of the Times, 
vehat ſhall we do to them that make uſe of this exception ? Shall thez 
who in theſe calamitous times, in this dceſolation of the Church ( he- 
ing born a great while after tifte Riſe of Amichriſt, and not able 
fully ro diſpel the Darkneſs of that Jong ight) turn aſide into By- 
Paths, be-judged to ſia out of perverſty of Mind ?: Where row is 
that Royal H:gh-way, thorow which the Godly may paſs ſecurely on 
wit? an uner ring foot to Salvation ? If it lyes in the Authority of the 
>xrch, ſhe hath now for many Ages been beſet with the Snares 0 
4ntichriſt, We wonder that they are afraid of the ſuſpeQed Fair! 
:-*the Chrwrch, when they do the ſame after our example, and in {© 
-reat danger to fear.even all the things that are ſafe, is a point of pr: 
:nce. And we ſtilldare to upbraid chem with raſhaets in depar:- 
ang 
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ing from the common DuCtrine, when they ſeem to do it oat ofa juſt 


and well-grounded fear. But it this way confiſteth in the Authority: 


ef the Holy Scrijture, they do not ſtray fiom it, whilſt they, together 
with us, honour thoſe Sacred Books with due Reverence. Bur you 
will ſay, that the right and Orthodox ſenſe of the Holy Scripture is ra- 
ther the only Path, that is able co bring us to the very Citadel of 
Truth. 1 conicſs that this way was heretofore worn with the pub- 
lick going of Chriſt:ans ; but now, being firſt hidden with the ſpring: 
ing Briars of Antschri5t, and therefore trodden by very few, and not 
as yer diſcovered by having all the Brake cvt down ; & belides, called 
jnto doubt by ſo many intervening falfe Paths,it hath nor as yet reco- 
vered the Name & Nature of a Royal High-way, which it had for a 
long ume loſt. And therefore the greater pardon is due unto ſuch as 
deviate from the fame. For neither do they erre through: defparate 
Malice of heart, who do not always walk therein amidft ſo many 
croſs-w:ys and tarnings. Let any one reckon up to me all the Sects. 
of Chriitian- Religion, and I will ſay he is a brave fellow, if he 
emit none. In © great a concourſe of Opinions, if they have not 
<hoſca the traer, who will ſay, that this is rather done our of Impro- 
2it7, than out of Ignorance ? For by what Argument, after ſo many 
frrours have been introduced, ought the 77:th to lie open to thetr 
view? By che uaanimons conſent of the Church * O unanimous con- 
ſent, amidlt fix hundred different SeCts! You will ſay, that in the Do- 
er inc contrary unto them, the greare## part are agreed, But this 1s no- 
thing, ſince they have aiſo agreed in very many Errours, So that we 
mult agaia f2ek out a priviledge for tie Doctrine of the Trizzty, 
whereby it came to paſs, that though men erred in other points, yet 
could they not miſtake in this. Bur if we ſippoſe that they ought 
to cxamine all Opinions by the Rule cf che Holy Scripture, and after- 
wardsto chuſe the truer ; they have done both, iave that in the lat- 
ter they have aot followed that which z/eed was, but only that which 
they ;h0ug/ht to be truer. Which certainly is an Erroxr, and no ma- 
lice z nor can they be ſaid to fin Self-condermned in holding ſuch an O- 
piuion, for which they are ready to loſe their Life and Fortunes. For 
ncicher doth he cbndemn himſelf, at leaſt in his Conſcience, who in 
the midſt of crnet tortures hopeth for Eternal L'f- from God, 2s tlic 
Reward of defending the Truth. Wherefore ſince we ar: aot cer- 
tain, that they are perverſe and ſelf-condemned, but well affired tha 
they are no: ſvch, even from the Dearh, which the / willingly undcr. 
go for their Errours; and fincc _ Errours ( as hath bcen beto:, 
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proved) do not ſubvert Zrernal Salvation, it ſcemeth that they ovglit 
not to be ſegregated from the Communion of the Church, if they will 
teſtifie. their Love towards the Lord Jeſus, by obeying his Command- 
ments. 


CHAP. XIL 


IIhat Heretichs are to be Excommunicated, what nit ? And a fuller Apo 
. logy for theſe who in our Age paſs for Hiretichs, 


DY this reckoning will ſome ſay, How few Herericks muſt 'be Ex- 
communicated 2 Who will not invent plauſible pretences for his 
Pravity ? There is no Doctrine ſo abſurd and peFilenr, which being 
Yalliated with that Cloak of Erroxr, may not creep into the Church. 
Fo which I anſwer,that there 1s nocaule why we'ſhould be ſollicitous 
leſt we ſhould have no occaſion to uſe this rigid Law of Excommunis- 
on. Would the Church had even at this day no volwntary Rebels 1- 
gainſt the Divine Majeſty. But neither in the times of the Apoſtles 
were there men wanting, who ſubyerted either our Faith in God, or 
the hape of Immortality, or the Picty and Love that is enjoyned us, 
and ſuch as did not by Deductions and Conſequences, but with open- 
face,2s5 they ſay, vent Blaſphemies and Impieties. Whoſe cndca- 
vour and. impiety is not ſo obſcure, but that it is apparent thar they 
were conſcious to themſelves of their Pravity and Fraud. As if any 
one ſhould deny the Reſurrettion of the Dead, who ſectl1 not that ſuch 
a Man, after he hath viewed the clear and certain Sentence of tl.c ho- 
ly Scripture, will be convicted in himſelf, although he may perhaps 
diſſemble it.? .There is the ſame reaſon in the Patron of ſcme a »PA- 
rant vice. All which bcing manifeſt, ( for ſo are the or ks of the fiep, ) 
and m.nifcſtly forbidden, ſuch a man hath no ſtarting-hole in thy am- 
bigaity or obſcurity of the ſacred Scripture, unleſs he disbclieves the 
ſme, and ſo overthrow all Religion. Whoſoever therefore 
brings into the Church ſuch Deltrimes, as do jn their own nature 
ſubvert our Salvation and Faith, they are deſervedly commanded to 
depart together with the former, not only leſt they ſhould kurt 
others, but alſo becauſe they rhemſzlves, as hath-been ſhevin, ares 
of incorrigible Malice and Perverſity, and -conſcquently, ſelf- 
:ondem::2.l. For a Coirurgeon Joh 107 preſently freer or crr-ef 
Gl 


% # SS —_—_— 


(37) 


an infeted part, becanſe it may with its contagion, hurt the reſt of 
the Body, but would firſt have that very part cured of the Infeition : 
which if i: doth not ſucceed, he then cuts ir aff as incurable. But 
thoſ: Dottrines that ſtand not within the Boundaries of neceſſity 
to Salvation, are ſuch, that an errour in them; eſpecially in this di- 
turbed ſtate of things, cannot be taxed of wilful pravity, nor can it 
cither damn ics Author, or exclude him from the Boſome of the 
Courch. But ſome one will here obj. &, Shall we brand with this 
Spiritual Cenſure the obſtioate Maintainer of none, even the greateſt 
Errour, it ſo be it overthrow not our Salvation ? But there are ma- 
ny things, which though in their own nature they take not from ns 
our Salvation, yet do they by dezrees ſo undermine and we:ken the 
ſame, that afterwards it falleth -down of its own accord. And do 
you like it, that /uch Diſeaſes ſhauld be cheriſhed in the Church ? 
To which | anſwer, tat 1 would have theſe Diſtempers curcd with- 
out Wounds and Canteries, eſpecially becauſe the Truth, unlcis it be 
oppreſſed by force, or /corned by men, who are blind with the Love 
at Vices, 15 never wont. to be Supplanted by thoſe pernicious Er- 
Mor 3 yea, this Daugiter, ani Folter-Child of Time, always growing, 
freer with vecy ag?, doth with th: beams of her light diſſolve 
TY melt .i!] che waxen Arguments of Falſhood, unleſs one of thoſe 
twain before: mentioned, doth hinder + both which ougit to be ba- 
11hzd from the true Church of Chriſt. For ſince by force, or 
tC allurement of our altections, 2s well Faifbood as Trath may be 
"romoted, (it yet Truth may be ſo promoted ) but by a free Di- 
7:e in mutual Love, oniy [rut2 ; and Falſhood ſometimes put» 
:th on the Vizor of Truth ; it is a ſafer comſe to keep Mis way 
"ay in the Church, which having ſhut out Errour, licth open to 
rath,than whiPſt we endeavour by I] mcans to infinuate Truth in- 
'9 men, to lcave and prepare ai Entrance for Fa!ſhod. An4 there- 
ſore to caſhiere the ligmter Errors, ( for the Objection ſpzaketh not 
of the lighteſt ) tie Care-and Vigilancy of the Paſtors is ſuſſicient ; 
who will ſind that ge love dueto erring Perſons, will no whit retard 
them in pulling up f!ſe Opinions according to their ability. F -w- 
evcr, ſhould it never to much be granted, that in the Infaicy of the 
hurch, and in her following. grow. h, theſe Errcurs. whic!: our- 
wardly appear ſomewhar light, but inwardly contaia viiy much, 
were not. tolerated, yet will it not be evinced froin thine, ttt 2 
ought not at this day to he tolerated in the. old Age of th. Canreh, 
For they deccive and are Cectived, who moyvel our times by the 
2 Pattern 
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pattern'of that flouriſhing age. The crazie hcalth of the Church 
cannot be reſtored with the ſame remedies. Many things ſtifle a 
Gdiſcaſe in the birth, which when it is grown up do foment it. When 
the Church was ſound and luſty, in the prime flower of her age, and 
whilſt the Colledge of the Apoſtles was yet living, even violent reme- 
dies were to be uted towards her, becauſe of her vigour. Whereas 
now being ſpent with diſeaſes and old age, and become feeble, ſhe 
doth in a manner fink under the weight of her prevailing ſickneſs, 
and is never in more danger, then when ſhe falleth into the hands of 
Cruel Phyſicians. Heretofore her former vigor did admit the open- 
ing of a vein, and taking away of Blood : but now after her ſtrength 
bath been exhauſted with ſo many Maladies, if their be any vical juyce 
remaining, it cannot be let our, bur the very liſe and ſpiri: will iſſue 
forth together. Believe me, ye that talk of nothing bu. Launcers 
and Cauteries, will wich your unſcaſonable Phylick k:# the Church, 
if ye let out that little Blood which is 1emaining, in this nick of 
time which ſhe ſeemeth to be almoſt a dying. Whatſoever reme- 
dies have been invented for the health and conſervation of tl: 
Church, as this is touching tlie puniſhment of Hererrcks, ſhould t' nv, 
as prudence tcachech, he omitted, when they bring more hutt :.r.. 
danger, then profit. For why defire we that the pcople of Gu! 
ſhould like a lump of mouldiing ſtuff be further crumbled into inf- 
nite pieces? What end of Schiſms will there be, if a promiſcuous 
diſſent be ſufficient to make a rent ? Why take we pleaſure to be- 
hold nor the Coar only, as a Great man wrote, but the very Body of 
Chirſt, whereof he is the Head, ro be cut and torn in picces ? But 
let the refpeCt of profit take place : let us ſze whether ir be lawful 
for us at this rime to chaſe thoſe erring Perſons from the communion 
of Chriſts Church. For there is a wide difference between them, 
and choſe Hereticks that were contemporary with the Apoſtles, For 
{uppoſe them, who now-a-days crr in matters cf Faith, to make 
their appearance before the reverend conſfiltory of the Apoſtles and 
their Aſſociates ; ſuppoſe them to be often convicted and admorniſh- 
ed, and nevertheleſs to perſiſt obſtinate, though in the leaſt error, 
who would not detef! th. 1r374l:ce?Certainly a very ſlight crror would 
now he tranſmitted into the nature of a wicked crime, And why 
ſo? Becauſe they durſt reſi? the holy Spirit ſpeaking by the Apo- 
ſlles: and whea they had zo cauſe to queſtion the Dofrine and 
Faith of :hat molt ſacred Councel, u:lcfs they would withal queſtion 
the whole Chriſtian Relicion, yea, did not give credence iheronn o, 
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nor obey it, and nevertheleſs Ty da be acconnted Chriſtians; 
What madneſs, what wickedneſs, what perverſneſs was it, when 
by this very incredulity they do ſufficiently teſtifie that they were 
not Chriſtians, as who denyed belief to the Apoſtles and their Aſſa- 
ciates, and yet under a pretence of Chriſtiani:y, did peſter the 
Church with deceit and lyes? B-ſides, the malice of ſuch men was 
in the beginning far more manifeſt, in that a blemiſh may ſooner 
be diſcovered in a clean Body, then one that is ſpotted. And there- 
fore it was an eafie matter to eſpie and puniſh the wickedneſs of ſuch 
men, as did turn afide out of the common road, that ncyer had 
been called in queſtion, But now though we have a very ſtrong 
ri{waſion concerning the certainty of our Faith, yet who hath 
erein given us caution, or ſecurity, that we canner err ? What 
Councel can he at this day imagin fo corrupt, as that of the Apo= 
ſtles, or the Primitive Church? And yer how many Preſcriptions 
may you behold in this age? how many Dzgrees, whereby men for 
the ſlighteſt matters exclude one another out of Heaven and the 
Churci ? I ſpeak not theſe things, as if I chonght any queſtion were 
to be made concerning the ſoxnane/s of the Orchodox Opinion : but 
to make it plain, fiſt, thai we ought more r1morouſly, then the Apo- 
ſtles heretofore, to condemn ſuch as are tardy in this behalf; and 
ſecondly, that we ſhould not in light matters be over-confident of our 
knowledge 3nd perſwaſion, and finally, that even 1n weightier 
thi: gs, provided they do not ſubverc our Faith in the Lord Jeſus, 
and che obedience of his Commandments, we may and are bound 
to tolerate the weakneſs of ſuch as err. For what matters it, for 
me certainly to know that I hold the ſaving DcRtrine in theſe points, 
if this be not manifeſt to all Chriſtians, or if I cannot always very 
clearly demonſtrate the ſame to him that erreth? Have not al! a far 
juſter cauſe of queſtioning the true Opizion now-a-days, then here- 
tofore in the time of the Apoſtles? And ſui ably a man very eaſily 
flip in ſuch things through [mprudence, which heretofore could not 
be done without the intervening of extream Jmpiery, Nor is there 
need of Yalice for continuance in error, where prejudice is ſufici» 
ent, and a ſuſpicion of error firmly imprinted in the mind agaiuft 
the pairons of the true opinion. Which cer:ainly may eaſily ſeiſe 
even on an honeſt hear, eſpcctally bcczuſe every lect of Chriſtians 
1ſt] into Beir partiſans at the firlt a hatred an4 abtorcency of 
athers, and from their very cradle ſow in their hcarts cheir own 
T'enets, which having once taken root, can hardly be pulled thence 
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11 chetr rip2r age. Now what crueity is it, to calt out of the boſons 
and lap of the Church, ſach Perſons -as-are ſtudious of Honeſty and 
Trith, ye ſeek an agreement only for thoſe Errors, which hay 
been implanted in them wi:hout any fault of theirs,and do not over. 
throw Salvation ? But they are Herericks, and to he uvcided, as 
ſuch who are condemned of their own Conſcience, Yea, for the 
fore-alleadged Cauſcs they are zot condemned cf their own Conſci- 
cence; and therefore neither now to be avoided, nor Heretic's, 
Or if we take no compallion on them, yet !et us © jealt take pity on 
the very Truth which we defend, re, growth we crvy, fiſt, be- 
cauſe we drive others from a nearer prying into hcr; ad next, be- 
cauſe we teach by cur own example, that ſhe,if charge wirh F,{je ſy. 
tpicions, of right may, and ought to be excluded by other C..;tinn 
Churches. 
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The Poſtſcript to the Reader. 


Eſt the f.llowing Papers, Chriſtian Reaacr, being left empty, ſoul: 
beguile thy fight, 1 have thought good 11 this place apain to be/peals 
zee with a word or two. By this time thou baſt perceived our mind av 
drifr, which both the e1:hor of this Diſcourſe had before-hi; eyes whe 
ve cre it, and] alſo whin [ publiſhed the ſame, fur thy behoof and be. 
refit. If thou haſt but a grain of canor inthy meart, and wilt paſ- 
ſentence according to the poſtſcript of 1rith, thou wilt Judoe and call 
this Writinz nor Heretical, but Pcaccable. But you will ſay, What 
"eare, what azreement either canor eurht a. Chriſt 14% man to have with 
Hereticks? Good Reader, we undertithe not the patronage of Here- 
ticks, But befcre you exlde Otizers our of the verge of. Chriſtian 
eherity, and throw the thunder-bolt of an Anathema upon them, You: 
ihould4 well weigh and conſider, to whom the crime of Hereſie is Juftly 
tobe iuepured. Jn paſſing cenſure upon Hererichs, it was not (7 eaſie 4 
matter to miſtake in that Golden age, wherein the C hriftian Church was 
Founded by the Apoſtles, and governed by themſelves, as in this Are of 
exrs. For though in thoſe beginnings of the C briftitan Church there 1 a 
drvers Errors, yea, and Hereſies ſpring up, nevertheleſs from that con- 
Fuſion of. diſſenting Opinions, there were not peculiar Courthes, diſtin- 
£11ſhed by divers forms'of Confeſſions and Ceremonies, as yet ſtarted ups 
bat there Wws.then one ouly Chriſtian Church, and ſhe truly Apoſbolicat, 
ang 


(41) 
and in all points of Dofrine, which (he profeſſed, of a ſound belief. 
Wherefore to comtradi& this Church, and ber dottrine, was truly blaſ- 
phemoms, truly Heretical : and whomſoever, either the Apoſtles them- 
ſelves,or alſo other Apoſtalical Dottors of the Primitive Church declared 
Hereticks, they might alſo deſervedly be acco:mted ſuch by al! Chriſft;- 
ans, and there was no danger of error in that cenſxre, no not amons 
the more ignorant Chriſtians, as following the judgment of the very Holy 
Spirit, by whom thoſe Divine Governours of the Church were guided, 
as appeared by moſt evident Arguments. But at this day, inaſmuch as 
there are, las! ſo many and ſo various Chxrches of Chriſtians, which 
of all wilt be ſo bold as to aſcend with like confidence to that of the Apo- 
ſtles, ta that ſacred Tribunal, from which ſhe may pronounce ſentence 
on the reſt, as Hererical? It is out of contriverſie, that ſuch an 
authority can agree to no more then one of them. For the true Church 
can be but one: and only the true one is able to judge and condemn 
all the reſt as Heretical. Now foraſmuch as amongſt all thoſe 
Churches, which will at this day be called Chriſtian, (1 juſtly here except 
the vain arrogancy of the Roman Church) zone dares undoubtedly to 
arrogate to it ſelf the infallible certainty of the Apoſfolical Truth in 
all the heads of her Confeſſion, it may hence clearly enoxgh appecr, that 
the cenſure of Heretical Pravity doth ſo evidently agree to none of them, 
thar we deſcrvedly cuyht alſo to acquieſce in her deternanation, I aut 
not 4, nurant of what the greateſt part if our Divines are here wont to 
reply. T hat the Prin.itive Apoſtolical Chirch, ſay they, is ceaſed, we 
do not deny + yer inaſnuch as we have the diftrine of that Church con- 
ſerv! mm the monuments of the Eyangeliſts and the Apoſtles, we cannot 
Cu/r but pronotiiCe them Hereticks, who contraaitt the Dottrine there 
exr'fſed. I alf', dear triends, eaſily permit, that in this diſpute of 
ems, the 1:vine Writings of the eApoſtles ſtand in this ſtead, ſo that 
he wh-ch cn raditterih them, be 1:9 leſs elteemed an Heretich, then be 
that neretufo: e C:ntumaciouſly oppoſed the Apoſtles preaching by word 
ef month. Bm even thus can we not cnatlerethat cenſorian rod arainſi 
Heret:chs, For they, whom ye place in the raw, of Herttichs, are fo 
far from contracittm; the Holy Scripture, that they ware war againſf 
you out of the ſame, and appeal to the judr ment thereof, nov without 2 
certain hope of vithory, in the examination of their cauſe, inaſmuch as 
erey embrace the Scripture in all things, with as vreat a veneration of 
wind as you On 35 nor amon;f} all the Chriſtian Churches, which are at 
*I;s day extait, ſhall ye ſpew ary one.. (that 1 know of ) which doth not 
roligiofly, and from the Heart yield an indorbetd offeit ro all thoſe 
things, that arc prepoſed and t.ncht in the Holy Scripirre. Ray 
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there no canſe nby ye ſhould condemn. any ovie of thim far herifie ;' ſours 
they agree with you in giving due credency to rhe Sacred: Writ. - Ani 
T6 2 whatſoever pretence ye ſeek for your carnal Zea againſt ſuch 
as you call Hereticks, yer to indifferent judgmgnts can no: other ground 
hereof appear, then their diſſent from your Interpretation of the "Holy 
Scripture, 4 to the controverted Dottrines, But I will here bounti fully 

rant you, that ye have in all things hit the true ſenſe of the Scripture; 
and\defend it. Nevertheleſs it is further requiſite, vbat ye make this 
plain to them, whom ye brand with the crime of Hereſie. But what 
here is the ſtreſs of your Arguments? Te appeal again to the Holy 
Scripture, and from thence condermn Heretick:., But they haue alread 
ſtricken this weapon our of your bands, ſhewing that. the Holy Scripture 
maketh for you, only int your own ſenſe and interpretation, .and they that 
are accordingly condemned by you, not from the ſacred Scripture, bus 
from your interpretation of the ſacred Scripture. And:this « the Circle 
of your arguing, which they deſervealy rejcF. Draw out therefore 
againſt Heretichs thoſe truly Apoſtolical weapons, not the Thraſonical 
prating of the Chair in the Univerſity, but the power ofhe holy Spiric, 
wherewith the Apoſtles being enaued, could aelryer Blaſphemers ro $a: 

tan, 1 Tim. 1,20. and flay Hypecrites with the ſpeaking of a word, 
Act: 5. If ye want the powerful efficacy of the Spirit, acknowledge your 

raſhneſs and iniquity in condemning them, to whom ye are not able with 

evident and ſuffcient arguments ro demonſirate your interpretation of 
the boly Scripture, and who by the ſame right, and from the ſame foun- 

dation obje(t to you not only Errors, but alſo Hereſies. Te know that of 
Chriff: Condemn nor, and ye ſhall not be condemned. What ac- 

count wilt ye give to this juſt Judge, for ſo often violating this precept ? 
Tour zeal of the Divine Glory wall not then excuſe you : for though it 
pallate it ſelf under this reverend Name, yet it is wholly -of the fleſh, and 

odious to God, But if ye affirmthat it proceedeth from the Holy Spirit, 
produce ar guments worthy of ſo great an Author. For neither is this 

Spirit ſo weak, but that he can ſhew forth tokens of his Divine autho- 

rity and preſence in his Miniſters, and by them againſt his Enemies, 

But whither am I carried away? Tbeſeech thee, good Reader, to pardon 

this digreſſion of mine ; and having liked the prous counſel of our Ay- 

thor, intreat God, that he would inſtil into other Readers alſo a AMina 
findious of Peace and Concord. Farewcl. ro 


FINIS. 
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